THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES
The constitution of the United States is based on the separation of powers (legislative, executive, judiciary) each being able to limit the powers of the others and prevent any misuse of them. This is called a system of checks and balances.

· Executive power = the President and the Vice-President

President = the head of the executive and the commander in chief of the armed forces

-suggests new legislation to Congress but may veto the bills. But Congress can in turn override a veto if it musters the necessary two-thirds vote in each house.
-appoints
 the Supreme Court Judges and the Secretaries of State

The President and Vice-President are elected for 4 years on the same ticket
. The President can be re-elected once only. If he resigns before the end of his term, the Vice-President takes over.

· Legislative power = Congress
-Congress votes to pass laws

-it controls the executive (it controls budget, taxation, the military, and can, with a two-thirds majority, override
 the President’s veto of a bill

Congress is made up of:

The House of Representatives: 
( the number of representatives is proportional to the population of each state

( 435 members, elected for 2 years. They can serve an unlimited number of 2-year terms.
( they represent the interest of individuals

( the House is presided by the ‘speaker of the House’, a member of the majority party (currently, Paul Ryan)
The Senate: 

( 100 elected senators (2 senators for each state) elected for 6 years (but one-third is renewed every two years)

( they represent the interest of the state

( they can serve an unlimited number of 6-year terms.

· Judicial power = The Supreme Court
It is the highest court of justice. It checks that the laws (both federal and state laws) are constitutional and it interprets the acts of Congress.

It is made up of 9 members, appointed by the President for life, but their nomination must be approved by the Senate. They usually serve until death, retirement or resignation.
STATES VS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
The Federal government is responsible for foreign policy, the armed forces, the FBI, the printing of money.

States are responsible for all other matters concerning them (education, transportation, health). 

Each state has its own constitution, a governor (elected every four years), a House of Representatives, a Senate and its own courts. Different states often have very different laws (the death penalty, the educational system, etc.), but any law passed by the federal government must be applied/enforced by each state. Federal law always prevails.
Laws can be passed at the federal level ( they then apply to all states



                 at the level of a particular state (as long as they do not contradict federal law)
IMPORTANT DATES

1776 = The Declaration of Independence 
1787 = The Constitution

1791 = The Bill of Rights (the first ten amendments added to the Constitution to defend the citizens against the excessive power of a centralized government)
( the 3 texts are also known as the Charters of Freedom
� nommer


� la liste électorale portant le nom du président et du vice-président


� annuler, passer outre





