VERSION
Columbus is everywhere. The Genoese explorer may have never set foot in North America, but he still managed to get his name all over the Western Hemisphere. But in recent years, efforts to de-Columbus the U.S. have grown in strength and size, thanks to the famed navigator’s increasingly problematic historical reputation: Christopher Columbus, after all, kicked off a horrific genocide, treated non-white people as sub-human, and wasn’t even the first European to happen upon the Americas. Scores of cities and three states have replaced his namesake holiday with Indigenous Peoples’ Day. This year, Columbus, Ohio, has cancelled its observation of Columbus Day. But other cities have contemplated ditching Columbus and decided against it: lawmakers in Baltimore, for example, voted down a measure to change the holiday.
Are we sailing toward a New World without Columbus? Even if your city changes the name of the holiday, you’re probably going to be left with a whole lot of Columbus-related statuary. In recent years, the movement to remove Confederate memorials has expanded to include other historical figures. In 2017, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio asked a commission to examine statues that could be considered “symbols of hate,” which included the prominent statue of the explorer in Columbus Circle. This statue has been vandalized several times, but the commission did not recommend its removal. (word count: 222)
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