
Video “The truth about guns and gun control”   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5HHbwi7Pl4

→ Watch the video twice and take notes while watching. 
→ Next, check what you have understood with the help of the script,  which you can read
underneath.

Few issues in American life are more divisive and misunderstood than guns, so let's take a minute to
clear up some misconceptions.

Number one : ‘background checks don't apply to gun shows’. The so-called gun show loophole is a
misnomer at best;  all federally licensed sellers must run background checks on buyers --  that
covers deals at stores, online and at these shows, which are basically marketplaces where licensed
dealers get together.  There are exceptions but they have more to do with who does the selling:
people who sell guns infrequently to relatives or friends don't need a license and therefore aren't
required by federal law to do background checks. They make up a small minority of sellers at gun
shows and in some states this private sale exception has been eliminated.

Number two:  ‘anyone can buy an automatic weapon’. Not true: automatic weapons (those that
fire repeatedly with a single pull of the trigger) are illegal in most cases.  You can't make, buy or
sell one without permission from the federal government.  But the same does not apply to semi-
automatic guns, those that require a trigger pull for each shot. Some types of semi-automatic guns
labelled assault weapons for features such as detachable magazines and pistol grips have been subject
to bans.  The definition and laws regarding them vary from state to state. They are among the
most common guns in America.

Number three: ‘most gun deaths are homicides’. Not by a long shot (= not by a large margin). While
we tend to think of fatal shootings as murders, far more people kill themselves with guns.  It's
been that way for decades. In recent years the gap has widened as the rate of gun homicides has
fallen and the rate of gun suicides has gone up. For example, in 2014, 33,000 people were killed by
firearms in the United States; of that total, 21,000 were suicides and 11,000 were homicides. Lately, as
the overall suicide rate increases, researchers are working to measure the link to guns.

NBC News fans, thanks for checking out our YouTube channel. Subscribe by clicking on that button
down here, and then click on any of the videos over here to watch the latest interviews show highlights
and digital exclusives. Thanks for watching

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5HHbwi7Pl4

