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There are an estimated 272 million international migrants around the world. And while that equals just 3.5% of
the world’s population, it already surpasses some projections for 2050. Since 1970, the number of people living
in a country other than where they were born has tripled.

   

Dangerous journeys 

In the wake of the death of hundreds of people when two boats sank near the Italian island of Lampedusa in
2013, the International Organization for Migration started tracking the numbers of people dying on migratory
routes worldwide. 

In the five years since,  more than 30,900 people have lost  their  lives trying to reach other countries.  The
Mediterranean sea remains the deadliest route, claiming the lives of nearly 18,000 people in that time. Since
2014, over 1,800 deaths have been recorded along the border between the United States and Mexico.
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India continues to be the main origin of international migrants, with 17.5 million Indian-born people living
abroad. Mexico and China both also have more than 10 million former residents spread around the world.

              

The United States is the primary destination for migrants, though as a proportion of its population, the United
Arab Emirates has the largest migrant contingent.
With the total number of refugees the highest on record, Turkey was the biggest host nation for the fifth 
consecutive year, taking in millions of refugees, particularly from Syria.
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