List of topics to master for the exam
For each topic, make sure that:

1. you are aware of all the challenges/issues related to that topic (sometimes, there are many issues);

2. you are able to give examples (more or less recent news), mostly related to English-speaking countries (but of course examples from other countries are also fine). They will help you justify your ideas;

3. you are able to use relevant key concepts;

4. you master the specific vocabulary related to the topic.
Remember that the documents under study are often a blend of two topics (women and science, economy and ecology, the young and the environment, Coronavirus and the environment etc...)

I. Science and technology
Be sure you master the topics of robots and artificial intelligence (all their aspects).

→ Robots

→ Artificial intelligence

→ AI/ChatGPT and education → Edtech
→ Human enhancement (= l'homme augmenté)

→ Ethics and scientific progress: does ethics hamper scientific progress? Or does ethics help science be a caring science?

→ A polarising debate: techno-utopians (people who believe that science can solve mankind's problems) are opposed to people who think that technology should be limited.
→ Space exploration: the fascination for the unknown, the quest for knowledge and thirst for science, the dream of living on another planet (a brand new world, a pristine world that has not been corrupted by men) because of the environmental crisis. But some people argue that we should take care of our planet instead of spending money on space exploration.

→ Nuclear fusion/the artificial sun recently made by China. It is an astonishing achievement that opens up tremendous opportunities for (limitless?) energy sources. See video.

→ State agencies like NASA have been challenged by private companies owned by Elon Musk.

II. The environment
Go through the lesson. There is everything you must know.
III. Collapsology
→ The ideology which says that the world is going to collapse because of the environmental crisis and lack of resources. 

→ Preppers and survivalists are getting ready for “Doomsday”.

→ Some analysts are much more optimistic, claiming that, up to now, mankind has always been resourceful and has always found solutions to the problems faced often thanks to technology.
IV. The racial issue in the U.S.A. and the UK

Don't confuse the two countries even if racial discrimination looks the same everywhere! Each country has its specificities because of its history!

→ Colin Kaepernick (bending a knee during the American national anthem as a sign of protest → to denounce the lack of opportunities for black people in America) and civil disobedience in the U.S.A.

→ The British film industry has been blamed for spreading racial stereotypes of Black and Asian people → BAME: Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic). 

→ The 'hostile environment' against migrants in the UK since Brexit and the migrant crisis. 
V. The woke culture and the cancel culture

Go through the lesson!

→ The statues of confederate generals in the U.S.A and slave-traders in the UK were taken down: Is it erasing history or caring about oppressed minorities?

→ Is free speech being stifled because of the woke and cancel cultures?

→  Cultural appropriation: when a white person borrows (sometimes just to have fun) a cultural characteristic (dreadlocks for example) from an ethnic minority, it is seen as offensive. 

→  Intersectionality: Intersectionality means that individuals may identify themselves with two identities (a woman and black/a black man and gay) and are even more discriminated against because of these two identities → soyez sensible à ce concept, vous pourriez le rencontrer!
VI. The gender issue
→ The pay gap
→ Gender roles/gender stereotypes

→ Toxic masculinity 
→ Male gaze: the way men look at women, usually to sexualise and objectify women

→ Women are objectified
→ The glass ceiling = le plafond de verre
→ The mental load for women = la charge mentale
→ Women playing “men's sports” (rugby, football)

→ The #Me Too movement/The Weinstein scandal. Now, women are less afraid to freely express themselves and denounce abuses (→ Naming and shaming)

→ Positive discrimination and quotas: a solution?

→ Another solution: to tear down stereotypes. But how to achieve this?
VII. Economic and social issues
→ The consumer society/an economy based on growth: questioning the consumer society and the concept of economic growth.

→ Degrowth (= a green and sustainable economy based on frugality) as the solution to the harmful consequences of our consumer society. ! Degrowth = c'est un néologisme! Il veut dire la décroissance. 

→ Billionaires getting richer in a world facing an economic downturn

→ Billionaires who become philanthropists while they are asked to pay their taxes first (for a fairer society) instead of donating money.
→ The sharing economy (the free sharing goods and services between individuals, without any platform):an ideal that has been perverted into a lucrative business because of the uberisation of the economy.

→ The uberisation of the economy (blamed for exploiting people)

→ Gentrification in big cities.
→ How to build a caring economic system? (caring = uncaring) Is it just wishful thinking?

→ The economic crisis in developed countries: the gap between the poor and the rich (in the different spheres of society)

→ The gap between developed and developing countries: how to bridge the gap? Are developing countries going to promote growth while many people in rich countries want a sustainable economy?

→ High-street retailers/the most famous brands exploit workers in sweatshops in developing countries.

→ What is the role of citizens/consumers? Are citizens in rich countries just selfish consumers unaware of the human and environmental stakes of their way of life? It is a question of ethics and responsibility of citizens.
VIII. Art and literature
→ The role of artists: should they never express their opinions, as if they were apolitical and neutral, or should they be committed artists? 

→ What is the purpose of art: just to be beautiful? Or can art convey a message? 

→ Art and its beneficial consequence on people: it arouses empathy for others, stimulates creativity. 

→ Art compared to science: Is science more important than art? Or are they interdependent/complementary?
IX. Education
→ Meritocracy: Is it still a reality or just a myth? Does the education system widen the gap the rich and the less well-off or does it promote meritocracy? 

→ Expensive tuition fees in America and Great-Britain/ A two-tier education system.

→ Should education be based on discipline or creativity? Does school promote self-fulfilment? Or is it oppressive and unadapted to our modern times?

→ Stress at school: is students' well-being taken into account by teachers and the institution in general, especially since the sanitary crisis? 

→ The gap year for students: learning in a different way.

→ Evaluating pupils/students: What skills should be evaluated/assessed (manual? Intellectual skills?) And how should skills be evaluated? 
X. The digital revolution, new technologies and social networks/media (NO “S”!)

→ A disruptive power in all the spheres of society (the economy with the uberisation of the economy, politics, information, threat to democracy)

→ How to protect our data?

→ The Metaverse: a virtual world but is it the world of the future? Are we all going to have our avatars? Is it our ideal world or a dystopian world?

→ The bitcoin: the digital currency.

→ The impact on the younger generation: more self-centred? More narcissistic? Or Internet-savvy and technology-savvy? The young are said to be suffering from FOMO (the Fear of Missing Out).

→ Has the digital revolution enriched or distorted our humanity?

→ Fake news (!NEWS and INFORMATION are uncountable words!) and the threat to democracy.

→ The problem of INFOBESITY or INFORMATION OVERLOAD (la saturation informationnelle) and INFORMATION ANXIETY: too much information on your phone can create anxiety.

→ Trump was banned/shadow-banned from social networks: this raises the question of the limits of free speech on line. 

→ Impact of new technologies (a limited number of words on Twitter, emojis and emoticons instead of words) on language: spelling mistakes, abbreviations. Are new technologies killing the language or is it the normal evolution of language and its ability to adapt to changes and be self-creative?

→ Addiction to new technologies and social networks: symptoms of mental illness like anxiety, depression, a tendency to embellish one's life, pressure of always competing with others.

→ Now, almost everybody has a digital identity.

→ Do we still have the right to be forgotten on the Web if nothing can be erased?

→ A dystopian scenario: the surveillance society → Is it to protect citizens (from terrorist attacks for example) or to control society?
XI. The young/millennials
→ The young and the right to vote from the age of 16 (a reality in Scotland for the independence referendum in 2015 but not in England for Brexit).

→ The young and new technologies (digital natives): what are the consequences of new technologies on the young (addiction? Have they become self-centred? Or the normal evolution of mankind and so nothing to worry about?)

→ The young and their commitment to very serious issues like the protection of the environment (Greta Thunberg was chosen as the personality of the year by the Time Magazine in 2019) or gun control in the U.S.A instead of being involved in politics. How to explain that?

→ Are the young alienated from mainstream politics today?

→ The young are much more affected by eco-anxiety = a feeling of anxiety seen as a mental disorder today. It is the anxiety created by climate change.
XII. Immigration in the UK and the USA
→ The migrant crisis and its political consequences on Europe (Brexit).

→ Multiculturalism has recently been undermined in the UK.

→ Immigration was one of Trump's main subjects during the 2024 presidential campaign. 
XIII. Britain after the death of Queen Elizabeth II
→ Many questions were raised about the possible end of the monarchy after the death of the longest-reigning monarch.

→ But many experts also claim that the monarchy is the bedrock of Britishness (= British identity) and keeps the nation together as it has travelled down the ages. 

→ Many questions have been raised about British identity: What is being British in the 21st century?

→ Will King Charles III be up to the task after Queen Elizabeth II?
XIV. Brexit and the European Union
→ Is the UK going to be isolated in a globalised world?

→ Is Brexit the sign of the victory of populist parties (far-right parties like Ukip)? 

→ The question of sovereignty was crucial during the Brexit campaign (a country can decide its rules and legislation and doesn't depend on an institution like the EU).

→ The celebration of the single currency (20 years).
XV. Political issues
→ Citizens increasingly distrust mainstream politicians and the traditional elites.

→ That's why they vote more for leaders who are considered populists.

→ In this context, referendums are deemed the answer to the democratic crisis most western countries are facing.
XVI. Cultural issues in the USA
→ Mass incarceration.

→ The question of death penalty in a democracy.

→ Gun control and the issue of mass shootings (in schools, in universities for example).

→ The American Dream: Is the American Dream still alive (for white Americans, African-Americans and Latinos) or is it a far away dream?
XVII. Agriculture
→ Organic agriculture ≠ intensive farming.

→ Genetically-modified M crops.

→ The issue of glyphosate and pesticides in general/environmental issues related to agriculture.

→ Feeding the world population: how to feed more than 9 billion people by 2050? And how to feed them sustainably?

→ The issue of food waste in developed countries.
XVIII. Animals
→ speciesism and anti-speciesism: are animals inferior to us or not? Is it morally acceptable to use them? Eat them?

→ New diets to protect animals (and the environment): being a flexitarian, a vegetarian or a vegan.

→ Lab-grown meat: the food of the future?

→ The way animals are treated in slaughter-houses.

→ Circus animals: the end of an era?
XIX. The Covid crisis
→ During this sanitary crisis, a theory became popular: the theory of care (= taking care of people, a job mainly done by women like nurses).

→ Teleworking = telecommuting: working from home (comfortable as people don't need to commute [le déplacement pour aller au travail] but it has also far-reaching consequences on social life and family life as the lines are blurred between private life and work).

→ Remote learning = distance learning (= school at home): pupils and students showed resilience and managed to adapt to an unprecedented situation.

→ A lost generation? Most students did not go to university for a year (source of stress, anxiety, feeling of loneliness, some students have simply dropped out).

→ Some universities have maintained online classes  even after the lockdown.

→ Because of distance learning, the attainment gap between children from less well-off families and children from privileged backgrounds has widened (their parents can help them at home).

→ The benefits of the lockdown on the environment (less traffic, less pollution etc...), wildlife encroaching on cities (cf pictures and videos of ducks or other animals wandering in the streets of the cities like Paris).

→ Some people enjoyed the benefits of a peaceful life during the lockdown.

→ The resurgence of the anti-vaxx movement and conspiracy theories.

→ The trust and distrust for scientists and doctors during the sanitary crisis (the virus being unknown, and it kept mutating, so much so that doctors disagreed or changed their analysis. This situation seemed confusing for people).

→ The world after: is it going to be a better world or are we going back to the same world as before (with its pleasures but also ecological threat, and social and economic inequalities?)?
XX. Miscellaneous
→ The growing influence of yoga, meditation and mindfulness in western societies (it's very trendy!).

→ The first loneliness minister created in the UK before the Covid crisis: loneliness is considered a public health concern.

→ Mass tourism and the problem caused on local people and the environment.

→ Tree-planting: used by politicians and expected by citizens but is it a long-lasting solution to environmental issues? Or is just green-washing used by politicians (to be elected) and companies?

→ The more frequent use of referendums to take major decisions in a country: more democracy or a danger to democracy (because of extreme decisions taken and promoted by populist parties, see Brexit)?

→ Being multilingual/Speaking several languages/the question of speaking a foreign language.

→ The domination of English in the world/an Anglo or American-centric vision of the world. 

→ The evolution of English into Globish and the dangers of this evolution for the English language. 

→ The anniversary of Wikipedia (20 years): from a denigrated platform to a reliable source of information that professors, teachers and students use. 
XXI. Some news and events that happened in  2023-24
→ The implosion of Titan submersible (meant to explore the Titanic): tourism for billionaires? Each passenger paid $250,000 but all died. Questions were raised about that type of tourism and the lack of security.

→ Cop 28 in Dubaï: “phasing out fossil fuels” (abandonner, se débarrasser des énergies fossiles) is just optional and not compulsory. For many, this Cop is another failure.

→ The debate over the film Barbie: a feminist film? Or just a big company capitalising on feminism to boost its profits?

→ In America, the Supreme Court has decided to ban Affirmative Action ( = positive discrimination) based on race in American universities. It was a law passed in the 60s: many fear that African-American, Hispanic and other minority students will be less represented in universities. 

→ In 2023, South Africa celebrated the tenth anniversary of the death of Nelson Mandela. It is usually the moment when an assessment (racial equality, economic and social equality, progress or not etc...) is made. 
