
Democracy at a Crossroads: Regulating Social Media in 2025

> With the public showing growing concern over the influence of social media on elections and
democratic  trust,  a  parliamentary  committee  has  convened  a  public  hearing.  Their  goal:  to
determine whether and how to regulate social media platforms in order to protect democracy.
This includes issues like:  Algorithm transparency,  Platform legal  responsibility  for  misinformation,
Free speech vs moderation, Decline of traditional journalism, Citizen empowerment / participation.

The  committee  will  hear  arguments  from  different  stakeholders. They  will  then  issue  a
recommendation:  should  stricter  regulation  be  introduced?  Or  should  the  system  rely  on  self-
regulation, digital literacy, and market forces?

You have been assigned the role of lawmaker. As a politician, your goal is to find a balance between the rights
and the safety of American citizens. You must be aware of the pre-existing laws and regulations, namely the 1st

amendment to the Constitution as well as the Section 230 of the Communications and Decency Act.
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