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Here is a list of words which French native speakers often find it difficult to pronounce. Using the
table of IPA phonetic symbols, practice transcribing and pronouncing them. The following
transcriptions are based on the Bristish English pronunciation. If you need to, check the sound of
each word on http://www.wordreference.com/. Pay particular attention to the word stress, indicated
by a vertical bar, ', before the stressed syllable. If it helps, underline the stressed syllable.

word /'w3:d/ nature /'neitfa/
world /'w3:ld/ consumer /kan'sju:ma/
economy /T'konami/ society /so'sa1at1/
economic /.i:zka'nomik/! argue /'a:gju:/
success /sak'ses/ government /'gaveanmant/
failure ['fe1lja/ Parliament /'pa:lemant/
country /'kantri/ certain /'s3:tan/
region /'rizdzan/ extent /1k'stent/
measure /'meza/ interesting /'intristin/
women /'wimin/ important /im'po:tent/
aren't /a:nt/ variety /va'raiati/
abroad /3'bro:d/ various /'vearias/
foreign ['forin/ change /'tfeindz/
determine /d1't3zmin/ alter /'o:lta/
influence /'infloans/ alternative /a:I't3:nativ/
major /'me1dzas/ previous /'prizvias/
crisis /'kraisis/ live (v.) /l1v/

put /'pot/ leave /lizv/

event /1'vent/ now /nav/

college ['kolidz/ know /nauv/

1  The vertical bar below the word, “,”, indicates secondary stress
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