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Here is a list of words which French native speakers often find it difficult to pronounce. Using the
table  of  IPA  phonetic  symbols,  practice  transcribing  and  pronouncing  them.  The  following
transcriptions are based on the Bristish English pronunciation. If you need to, check the sound of
each word on http://www.wordreference.com/. Pay particular attention to the word stress, indicated
by a vertical bar, ', before the stressed syllable. If it helps, underline the stressed syllable.

word /'wɜːd/ nature /ˈneɪtʃə/

world /'wɜːld/ consumer /kənˈsjuːmə/

economy /ɪˈkɒnəmɪ/ society /səˈsaɪətɪ/

economic /ˌiːkəˈnɒmɪk/1 argue /ˈɑːɡjuː/

success /səkˈses/ government /ˈɡʌvənmənt/

failure /ˈfeɪljə/ Parliament /ˈpɑːləmənt/

country /ˈkʌntrɪ/ certain /ˈsɜːtən/

region /ˈriːdʒən/ extent /ɪkˈstent/

measure /ˈmeʒə/ interesting /ˈɪntrɪstɪŋ/

women /ˈwɪmɪn/ important /ɪmˈpɔːtənt/

aren't /ɑːnt/ variety /vəˈraɪətɪ/

abroad /əˈbrɔːd/ various /ˈveərɪəs/

foreign /ˈfɒrɪn/ change /'tʃeɪndʒ/

determine /dɪˈtɜːmɪn/ alter /ˈɔːltə/

influence /ˈɪnflʊəns/ alternative /ɔːlˈtɜːnətɪv/

major /ˈmeɪdʒə/ previous /ˈpriːvɪəs/

crisis /ˈkraɪsɪs/ live (v.) /lɪv/

put /'pʊt/ leave /liːv/

event /ɪˈvent/ now /naʊ/

college /ˈkɒlɪdʒ/ know /nəʊ/

1 The vertical bar below the word, “ˌ”, indicates secondary stress
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