NEWS QUIZ 

SPRING 2026 


SLIDE 1 April 30, 2026 
A statue that was erected mysteriously in central London early Wednesday has been confirmed as the work of the mischievous, often politically oriented artist Banksy. The statue depicts a man in a suit hoisting a large flag. The flag's cloth covers the man's face, however, and his proud march appears to be courting disaster, as he steps off the plinth with no ground beneath him. It is unclear whether or not the artist received official permission for the installation. 
SLIDE 2 APRIL 1, 2026 
The Supreme Court heard arguments on birthright citizenship, the constitutional tenet that virtually every baby born in the U.S., regardless of their parents' status, is automatically granted citizenship. The Trump administration argues that should change.
Arguing against the government was Cecillia Wang, the national legal director for the ACLU. She said the Trump administration's interpretation would upend the Constitution and millions of lives. Swathes of American laws would be rendered senseless. Thousands of American babies will immediately lose their citizenship. And if you credit the government's theory, the citizenship of millions of Americans - past, present and future - could be called into question. The case comes at a critical time for President Trump, as public opinion continues to shift against him, particularly on his handling of immigration. 
SLIDE 3 April 30, 2026 

A stabbing attack, which seriously injured two members of the Jewish community in Golders Green, north London, on Wednesday, April 29, was the latest in a wave of antisemitic acts committed in the British capital in recent weeks. Even more alarmingly, it was the first to directly target individuals, whereas previous incidents had only damaged property. Law enforcement quickly apprehended a 45-year-old man. The victims, two men aged 76 and 34, remained hospitalized and in stable condition as of Wednesday evening. The Metropolitan Police (known as the "Met"), the police force for Greater London, described the attack as a "terrorist incident."
SLIDE 4 April 29, 2026 
The State Department said Tuesday that it is preparing a limited release of commemorative U.S. passports celebrating America's 250th birthday that feature a picture of President Donald Trump, who would be the first living president to be featured in the travel document.

The concept for the special passport, including a rendering of Trump's stern-looking visage, had been under consideration for months before finally being approved late Monday. Between 25,000 and 30,000 of the new passports will be available to applicants at the Washington, D.C., passport office beginning shortly before July 4.

SLIDE 5 May 1, 2026 
A federal appeals court has restricted access to one of the most common means of abortion in the U.S. by blocking the mailing of mifepristone. A panel of the New Orleans-based 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals is requiring that the abortion pill be distributed only in-person at clinics. Danco Laboratories and GenBioPro, the two makers of mifepristone, have directly asked the Supreme Court to grant them emergency relief, to allow mifepristone to remain available through telemedicine as the case continues. Since the Supreme Court's 2022 ruling that overturned Roe v. Wade and allowed enforcement of abortion bans, prescriptions by mail has become a major way that abortions are provided — including to states where bans are in place.
SLIDE 6 April 27, 2026 

King Charles III and his wife Camilla embarked on a four-day state visit to Donald Trump's America on Monday, April 27, ahead of the 250th anniversary of the country's independence. The challenge was to salvage what remains of the so-called "special relationship" with Washington, a source of British pride since World War II that has now given way to pronounced disagreements. He used his speech at a state dinner at the White House on Tuesday to poke fun at US President Donald Trump who, in January, told European leaders that without US aid in World War II they would be speaking German. "Dare I say that, if it wasn't for us, you'd be speaking French," Charles quipped.
Perhaps his most pointed remarks were directed at the US itself. He described Congress as “this citadel of democracy created to represent the voice of all American people”. He mentioned the role of Magna Carta in laying the foundation for the constitutional principle that “executive power is subject to checks and balances”. He also emphasised the importance of protecting the environment, although couched in a Trumpian language of profit and loss: “We ignore at our peril the fact that these natural systems – in other words, Nature’s own economy – provide the foundation for our prosperity and our national security.”

SLIDE 7 March 21, 2026 
US-born Pope Leo XIV pushed back Monday on President Trump's broadside against him over the U.S.-Israel war in Iran, telling reporters that the Vatican's appeals for peace and reconciliation are rooted in the Gospel, and that he doesn't fear the Trump administration. History's first U.S.-born pope stressed that he was not making a direct attack against Trump or anyone else with his general appeal for peace and criticisms of the "delusion of omnipotence" that is fueling the Iran war and other conflicts around the world. Later, Trump posted a picture suggesting he had saint-like powers akin to those of Jesus Christ. Wearing a biblical-style robe, Trump is seen laying hands on a bedridden man as light emanates from his fingers, while a soldier, a nurse, a praying woman and a bearded man in a baseball cap all look on admiringly. The sky above is filled with eagles, an American flag and vaporous images.

SLIDE 8 March 11, 2026 

Centuries of British political tradition will end within weeks after Parliament voted to remove hereditary aristocrats from the unelected House of Lords. Members of the upper chamber dropped objections to legislation passed by the House of Commons ousting dozens of dukes, earls and viscounts who inherited seats in Parliament along with their aristocratic titles. Government minister Nick Thomas-Symonds said the change put an end to "an archaic and undemocratic principle."

SLIDE 9 May 3, 2026 

Gas prices in the U.S. are the highest they have been since late July 2022, said the automotive group AAA. President Trump has promised that when the war in Iran ends, that gas prices will "drop like a rock." It is unclear when the war will end, but even when it does and the Strait of Hormuz is reopened, gas prices could still remain high, according to experts. And prices could go up higher the longer the strait, which is a crucial route for oil and natural gas trade, stays closed, said Kevin Book, co-founder of ClearView Energy Partners, a research firm.

SLIDE 10 April 25, 2026 

Shooting at the White House Correspondents' Dinner

The suspected gunman, Cole Tomas Allen, appeared in court for the first time as Trump administration officials tried to paint a clearer picture of what allegedly happened at the Hilton hotel that night.

Here are a few key takeaways from the day: The 31-year-old suspect appeared before a judge in a Washington DC federal court. He faces three charges, the most serious of which is attempting to assassinate the president. It could carry a life sentence if he is convicted. Justice Department leaders spoke about Allen's alleged plans for the shooting, including photos of knives and guns they say Allen carried with him and an email they describe as a "manifesto". Officials have also stressed that security protocols at the event worked, but the White House said today they are not ruling out changes to the president's security. Meanwhile, both the president and Melania Trump have taken aim at Jimmy Kimmel for a joke he made last week, calling the first lady an "expectant widow"

SLIDE 11
BBC to cut up to 2,000 jobs in biggest downsize in 15 years. Staff were informed of the cuts, which will affect about 10% of the BBC’s 21,500 employees, at an all-staff meeting on Wednesday afternoon. The round of job losses, is being set in motion before the former top Google executive Matt 

HYPERLINK "https://www.theguardian.com/media/2026/mar/25/new-bbc-director-general-matt-brittin-former-google-executive-olympic-rower"
Brittin

HYPERLINK "https://www.theguardian.com/media/2026/mar/25/new-bbc-director-general-matt-brittin-former-google-executive-olympic-rower"
 takes over as director general next month. Former CEO Davie left the BBC on 2 April, having announced his resignation in November after controversy over coverage of issues including Donald Trump, Gaza and trans rights.
SLIDE 12
The Supreme Court on Wednesday 29 April struck down Louisiana’s voting map, finding that lawmakers had illegally used race when drawing up a new majority-Black district and potentially setting off a scramble in the middle of primary season as states consider drawing new maps. The decision was 6 to 3, split along ideological lines. The conservative majority asserted that the opinion was a limited ruling that preserved a central tenet of the Voting Rights Act, but the court’s liberal wing, in dissent, argued that the justices had taken the final step to dismantle the landmark civil rights law. The decision will boost Republicans ahead of the midterm elections, although it was not immediately clear how much of an advantage they would gain.
Coming in the middle of the primary calendar, there were still multiple states that could draw new maps, citing Wednesday’s decision. Republicans in Florida moved swiftly after the announcement: Louisiana will likely lose one Democratic district when it finalizes its new map. Representative Cleo Fields, whose district is at the heart of the Supreme Court case, said in a statement that “the practical effect is to make it far harder for minority communities to challenge redistricting maps that dilute their political voice.” 

