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On Brexit: Go to the FRANCE INTER website and type Brexit in the research bar, to have data on the 10-year anniversary of the Leave vote (several documents) . Make a fiche with the data and turn it into English. 
Oral comprehension skills: to listen to the following, longer version of the article below.
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/did-brexit-put-a-on-curse-on-no-10/id1054000524?i=1000774210722

Has Brexit Made It Impossible To Be 
A Successful British Prime Minister?

HuffPost UK's Commons People podcast takes a look at how leaving the EU appears to have cursed anyone who enters No.10. 
By Kate Nicholson, in The Huffington Post and Commons People 26/06/2026 
Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer spoke to the media outside 10 Downing Street to announce his resignation in London, Monday, June 22, 2026.  Keir Starmer was meant to fix the country, having promised a clean break from the chaos which engulfed the Conservatives. But on Monday, less than two years after his landslide win, the prime minister acknowledged he no longer has the support of his Labour MPs and would stand down in weeks.
His announcement means the UK is now, remarkably, heading for its seventh PM – all-but certainly Andy Burnham – in a decade after years of alarming churn[footnoteRef:1] in Downing Street. In a strange twist of fate, Starmer’s decision to stand down came just 24 hours before the 10-year anniversary of the 2016 Brexit referendum. [1:  Churn : permanent change] 

How are the two connected?
Even as he was giving his emotional speech on Downing Street, Starmer was slightly drowned out by Steve Bray, the anti-Brexit campaigner who is still blasting out EU anthems in Westminster a decade on from the referendum. There’s no denying that British politics has been uncharacteristically disruptive over the last decade as voters grow impatient for the change promised by the Leave campaign. And while all of the last six prime ministers were brought down by their own mistakes, Brexit played a part in their downfalls.
Steve Bray, the anti-Brexit campaigner who is still  blasting  out EU anthems in Westminster a decade on from the referendum.
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Starmer successfully re-built UK-EU relations after years of friction – but it all came at the cost of his domestic reputation. He became known as “never here Keir” because of his preference for the international stage. He also tried to ignore the divisive issue of Brexit altogether to avoid alienating Labour voters who backed Leave, but ended up missing a major opportunity to pin the subsequent division on his opponents.
Rishi Sunak, in office for a year and 255 days, lost a general election where the Tories lost their worst election result in history – only five years after a landslide win in 2019. He helped to ease post-Brexit trade frictions on the island of Ireland, but voters were too resentful over the mess left behind by his predecessors.
Liz Truss, in office for just 49 days, was forced to resign over her disastrous mini-Budget – a chaotic plan to realise the Eurosceptics’ vision of turning the UK into “Singapore-on-Thames”. Her staggering tax cuts sent the pound plummeting and the Bank of England had to scramble to help.
Boris Johnson, in office for a comparatively long period of three years and 44 days, was pushed out primarily over his conduct during Covid with partygate scandal. He won the 2019 snap general election after campaigning on a vow to “Get Brexit done”. He was praised during his premiership for securing the withdrawal deal between the UK and EU, breaking years of deadlock. But, in hindsight, the heavy economic cost of that agreement continues to weigh on the country.
Pro-EU campaigners at Best for Britain estimate the cost to the economy is anywhere from £180 to £240bn, as the UK’s GDP took a hit and the country became more vulnerable to economic shocks.
Theresa May, who stepped down after three years and 11 days, failed repeatedly to get a Brexit deal through the Commons. She overestimated the Conservatives’ popularity in 2017 when she called a snap election and ended up governing with a minority in the Commons – scuppering[footnoteRef:2] her own chances to get legislation through parliament. [2:  To scupper : to sabotage, to cause the failure of] 

And finally, David Cameron, the man who called the EU referendum in 2016 and promptly resigned after the result did not go the way he wanted. After five years leading a coalition government with the Lib Dems, the Tory leader then campaigned in the 2015 general election on a promise to ask the public if they wanted to stay in the EU. His attempt to resolve an internal party row over membership and see off the threat from Ukip failed miserably as he misjudged the support for EU.
The past 10 years has evidently eroded public trust in politics and encouraged heightened emotions on social media. The Brexit vote seemed to set a new precedent for division, less political goodwill and patience than before, politicians easily spooked by polls.
A majority (57%) of Brits now think it was wrong to leave the EU, according to YouGov. That includes 23% of Leave voters, but calling to rejoin risks reviving toxic debates from a decade ago.
Fill in the following table of British Prime Ministers since Brexit and find the corresponding dates; find the reason they had to leave power in the end. 
	Name
	Date of Premiership
	Political affiliation
	Cause for resignation
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Grammar: compare the use of time and tense in the following sentences from the text, and draw conclusions in terms of rules:
1. Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer spoke to the media outside 10 Downing Street to announce his resignation in London, Monday, June 22, 2026 […]. On Monday, less than two years after his landslide win, the prime minister acknowledged he no longer has the support of his Labour MPs.
2. Steve Bray, the anti-Brexit campaigner who is still blasting out EU anthems in Westminster a decade on from the referendum…
3. There’s no denying that British politics has been uncharacteristically disruptive over the last decade.
4. A majority (57%) of Brits now think it was wrong to leave the EU, according to YouGov.
5. Pro-EU campaigners at Best for Britain estimate the cost to the economy is anywhere from £180 to £240bn, as the UK’s GDP took a hit and the country became more vulnerable to economic shocks.

· Use of simple present:  ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
· Use of simple past: ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
· Use of present perfect: ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Utilisez le précis grammatical sur Cahier de prépa, relire attentivement les fiches 1, 2, 4 et préparez les 6 premières phrases des exercices de thème grammatical correspondants. 
Prepare your vocab sheet on BREXT and British Politics, using all of the words in bold and more of your own finding.  Learn it: vocab test on the : ________________________________________


[image: ]
PAIR WORK: 5-minute talk. Make a detailed presentation of the document above, using all the pertinent information from the documents, the adapted vocabulary (searching allowed on your phone app) and the correct tenses. Then, prepare a 5-minute presentation without written notes
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Andy Burnham, new Prime Minister. 



©Florence Bigo 2026	                                      Date of the class: ____________________________________
image10.png




image2.jpg
e )

BREXIT !
. GRA\?E)\%)

Retireﬁflent Home

AH, JUST
IN TIME FOR
TEA AND
HUMILIATION!

or
Prime Ministers
= —oto~>




image3.png




image1.png




