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The Candidates and their supporters — Donald Trump
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This week’s video by Pr Nicolas Labarre

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XviLgRvs1Hw&ab_channel=2024%3AUne%C3%A9lectionam%C3%A9ricaine

Next, here is the answer to Genna’s question that | wanted to check first

Why is the Democratic Party associated with the colour blue?
Written and fact-checked by The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica

The idea of using colours to denote political parties was popularized by TV news broadcasts, which used colour-coded
maps during presidential elections. However, there was no uniformity in colour choices, with different media outlets
using different colours. Some followed the British tradition of using blue for conservatives (Republicans) and red for
liberals (Democrats). However, during the 2000 U.S. presidential election—and the lengthy battle to determine the
winner—prominent news sources denoted Republicans as red and Democrats as blue, and these associations have
persisted.

Here is more from The Verge.com

In 1976, NBC debuted its first election map on the air, with bulbs that turned red for Carter-won states (Democratic),
and blue for Ford (Republican). This original color scheme was based on Great Britain's political system, which used
red to denote the more liberal party. However, other stations used different colors and designations for a variety of
ideological and aesthetic reasons, which often differed from person to person.

The color coding we're familiar with today didn't stick until the iconic (and extremely lengthy) election of 2000, when
The New York Times and USA Today published their first full-color election maps. The Times spread used red for
Republicans because "red begins with r, Republican begins with r," said the senior graphics editor Archie Tse, "it was a
more natural association.” The election, which didn't end until mid-December, firmly established Democrats as the
blue party and Republicans as the red — denotations which will likely hold fast for some time to come.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/Republican-Party
https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-presidential-election-of-2000

The New Hampshire Primaries

This week I’'m using NPR (National Public Radio) as a source. You can listen to the piece

5 takeaways from the New Hampshire primary

JANUARY 24, 2024, HEARD ON ALL THINGS CONSIDERED

Donald Trump beat Nikki Haley by a significant
margin in New Hampshire — 11 points — despite
nearly half the electorate being comprised of
independent voters. Haley won 6 in 10 independents
Tuesday, but lost three-quarters of Republicans.

It's hard to see another state favorable enough to
Haley to give her the opportunity to dislodge Trump
as the likely nominee. But Haley is vowing to
continue on.

Here are five takeaways from the New Hampshire
results:

1. The clock is ticking on Nikki Haley's
campaign

Haley said Tuesday night that she's forging ahead.
"New Hampshire is first in the nation; it is not last in
the nation," Haley said. "This race is far from over.
There are dozens of states left to go. And the next
one is my sweet state of South Carolina."

She argued that she has increased in her support and
that there are lots of other states still to vote. That's
all true, but the road ahead doesn't look well paved
for her.

The next contest is Nevada (Feb. 8), where she isn't
even on the party caucus ballot. That means Trump
is going to gobble up the delegates — and attention
— there. (Haley is on a state-run primary ballot two
days earlier that does not award delegates, and
Trump isn't on that one.)

Then it's South Carolina (Feb. 24). Haley said she's
looking toward that. She's scheduled a campaign
rally in her home state Wednesday night and has
begun spending money on ads there. But South
Carolina looks more like lowa than New Hampshire.
And it will be hard for Haley to explain away a loss
in the state where she was governor.

2. Is Haley really going to want to endure a
month of Trump's attacks?

In addition to the long odds because of the party
demographics Haley faces, there's also the issue of
time. South Carolina isn't for another month.

Is Haley going to be able to hold onto the resources
it requires for her to stay on the air in a significant
way for that length of time? Can she maintain her

loose coalition, even as the party moves increasingly
toward rallying around Trump.

Even Texas Sen. John Cornyn, who has been
lukewarm on Trump since the former president left
the White House, came out and endorsed Trump
Tuesday night.

What's more, Trump and his allies are vowing to go
after Haley even harder than they already have —
and Trump has already promoted a "birther"
conspiracy theory against her, falsely accusing her of
being ineligible to be president.

Trump called Haley an "imposter" Tuesday night and
added, "l don't get too angry. | get even."

The Republican Party right now is a party of one, and
if Haley wants a future in it — say, to be considered
for vice president or to climb into the good graces of
the Trump-loving GOP base and run for president in
2028 — Haley is going to have to think hard about
her next steps.

3. Haley's electability argument isn't
resonating with Republicans

Haley has made central to her campaign the idea that
she is the candidate who has the best chance of
beating President Biden. And there's certainly
evidence that she would be a stronger general-
election candidate than Trump.

A recent CBS News poll, for example, found Haley
at 53% and beating Biden by 8 points. Trump was
within the margin of error with Biden, up 2.

But Republican voters aren't buying it.

In both lowa and New Hampshire, voters who said
beating Biden is their top priority in a candidate
sided more with Trump.

They certainly have reason to believe Trump can beat
Biden. Multiple swing-state polls — to this point —
have shown Trump beating Biden. Does that mean it
will hold up? There's a lot of time and money to be
spent over the next 10 months framing the political
argument against both men.
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4. The general election unofficially begins now
— certainly, that's the case for Trump's and
Biden's campaigns

Trump has been running against Biden since he got
into the race in November 2022. Through this
primary, in which he has maintained massive leads,
he's called for the party to unify around him — and
most are falling in line.

Short of something extraordinary taking place in the
next month to change that, the country is in for a
Biden-Trump rematch, and the party apparatuses are
preparing for that.

"Tonight's results confirm Donald Trump has all but
locked up the GOP nomination, and the election
denying, anti-freedom MAGA movement has
completed its takeover of the Republican Party,"
Biden's campaign manager Julie  Chavez
Rodriguez said in a statement.

Biden himself won as a write-in candidate in the
Democratic primary (that didn't count) Tuesday night

another Democrat, there
enough Deaniacs in New Hampshire.

just weren't

5. For a country that says it doesn't want a
Biden-Trump rematch, it sure seems like it's
getting to that pretty easily

Trump and Biden are both unpopular and were each
the oldest president to serve when they were in
office.

Biden's age (81) is a bigger liability than Trump's
(77), according to polls, but majorities of Americans
say both are too old to be president.

Majorities of Americans have also told pollsters they
would rather not see a rematch between the two men.
And yet here we are on the precipice of exactly that
because their parties' voters in these early states are
saying that's what they do want.

It will be acrimonious and contentious — and what
was the most likely outcome all along.

over Rep. Dean Phillips, D-Minn., who found, like

Here is the (gloomy) editorial from Le Monde

Les tristes promesses de la présidentielle américaine 2024

, Le Monde, 24 janvier 2023

Le double entétement de Donald Trump, qui a remporté, mardi, la primaire dans le New Hampshire, et de Joe Biden,
convaincu qu’il peut rééditer sa victoire d’il y a quatre ans, est une mauvaise nouvelle pour les Etats-Unis et bien au-
dela, compte tenu du poids du pays dans les affaires du monde.

Apreés la primaire républicaine du New Hampshire, la course a I’investiture présidentielle républicaine apparait comme
presque jouée alors qu’elle vient tout juste de commencer. Une majorité significative d’électeurs conservateurs veut
manifestement donner une nouvelle chance a Donald Trump en dépit des revers électoraux subis sous son égide et de
son role dans la dangereuse contestation des résultats de la présidentielle de 2020.

L’ex-homme d’affaires est plébiscité alors qu’il s’est toujours refusé a rendre des comptes. L’ancien parti de la loi et de
I’ordre s’est rangé derriére celui qui a foulé aux pieds ces principes avec le plus de constance. Loin d’empécher son
retour, les proces auxquels il doit faire face ont au contraire accentué un réflexe clanique, voire sectaire, au bénéfice de
celui qu’une publicité de campagne présente, au premier degré, comme un « don de Dieu ».

Cet aveuglement condamne a 1’échec la candidature de ’ancienne gouverneure de Caroline du Sud, Nikki Haley, en
dépit d’un parcours exemplaire. Les intentions de vote mesurées a ce jour montrent que cette derniére serait pourtant la
garantie d’une victoire écrasante face au président sortant, Joe Biden, le 5 novembre.

Car celui-ci, en dépit de son engagement de 2020 d’étre un « pont » vers une nouvelle génération de responsables
démocrates, a choisi au contraire d’affronter de nouveau le méme adversaire. Il est en effet convaincu qu’il peut rééditer
sa victoire d’il y a quatre ans.

Ce double entétement est une mauvaise nouvelle pour les Etats-Unis, et bien au-dela, compte tenu de leur poids dans
les affaires du monde. Le principal reproche adressé a Joe Biden est en effet son dge, qui explique des coups de fatigue
que ses détracteurs présentent comme des indices de sénilité. Donald Trump, qui aura 78 ans en juin, peut difficilement
se présenter comme une fringante alternative, d’autant qu’il vient lui aussi de nourrir les interrogations en confondant
inexplicablement lors d’un meeting de campagne son adversaire républicaine avec I’ancienne speaker (présidente)
démocrate de la Chambre des représentants, Nancy Pelosi.


https://www.npr.org/live-updates/election-2024-nh-primary-results#biden-campaign-reaction-to-trumps-win-its-general-election-time
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Cet état de fait et les échéances judiciaires qui I’attendent, que ses avocats s’évertuent a repousser apres la présidentielle,
et une éventuelle victoire qui le placerait de nouveau au-dessus des lois, font que la campagne présidentielle a venir sera
a coup sur la plus étrange de I’histoire des Etats-Unis.

Son issue s’annonce d’autant plus incertaine que le candidat conservateur semble moins enclin que jamais a accepter le
verdict des urnes et qu’une masse critique sans cesse croissante d’électeurs républicains juge avoir besoin d’un dirigeant
qui soit prét a enfreindre les régles au nom du redressement du pays.

La campagne présidentielle devrait étre 1’occasion d’une bataille d’idées, de perspectives volontaristes et optimistes.
Bien des défis se présentent, notamment sur le climat, dont I’ancien président ne parle jamais. Mais si les choses restent
en I’état, les électeurs des Etats-Unis devront faire leur deuil du « réve américain ». Ils n’auront le choix en novembre
qu’entre la dénonciation du carnage qui se serait abattu sur leur pays, au mépris des faits, et la mise en garde contre un
risque d’affaissement démocratique hélas étayé par les diatribes de Donald Trump.

Candidate Trump —Part 1

His official website

www.donaldjtrump.com
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TEXT TRUMP TO 88022

TRUMP

MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!
2024
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Trump’s Caesar complex
HOW A REPUBLIC DIES...

Oct. 2, 2020 By David Horsey, Seattle Times cartoonist



https://www.seattletimes.com/author/david-horsey/
https://www.npr.org/2024/01/23/1225662487/donald-trump-wins-nh-primary-results
https://www.seattletimes.com/author/david-horsey

Nicola Jennings on Donald Trump and the New Hampshire primary — cartoon
The Guardian, Sun 21 January 2024

Trump warns Supreme Court of ‘chaos and bedlam’
By Ann Telnaes, Editorial cartoonist, The Washington Post, January 19, 2024

Mﬁﬂﬁ Ohe Washington Post  1/19/2024


https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/ann-telnaes/?itid=ai_top_TelnaesA

Ben Jennings on Donald Trump’s progress along the Republican nomination trail —
cartoon
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| Chaos—or opportunity?

Donald Trump is winning. Business, beware

What a second term would mean for American business and the economy
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The Economist, Jan 18th 2024

When Donald trump slunk out of the White House in 2021, executives at large American companies
sighed with relief. Now that he has by a margin of 30 points, they are digesting
the reality that this time next year Mr Trump could be behind the Resolute desk once again. The
Economist has spent the past few weeks talking to these . Some are deeply alarmed by the
prospect of Trump 2. But others quietly welcome the chaos trade.

Full article here: https://www.economist.com/leaders/2024/01/18/donald-trump-is-winning-business-beware


https://www.economist.com/leaders/
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2024/01/16/donald-trump-does-exactly-what-he-was-expected-to-do
https://www.economist.com/business/2024/01/16/many-ceos-fear-a-second-trump-term-would-be-worse-than-the-first

B Who are Trump’s voters?

Trump’s become a runaway train in the GOP primary. Here’s why.

e A POLITICO analysis shows Trump’s supporters are more conservative and more assured in their candidate than
voters backing other Republican candidates. Sept 16 2023

See full article here https://www.politico.com/news/2023/09/16/trump-gop-poll-voting-00116382

Trump voters are more conservative, male and sure of their vote

Percentage of Republican and Republican-leaning independent voters

Ideology
Liberal/moderate
Somewhat conservative

Very conservative
Gender
Men

Women %

Education [for white voters)

White no college degree 48%
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Mote: All percentages may not equal 100 percent.
Source: Quinnipiac University poll
Steve Shepard,/POLITICO

e An interesting piece about the Trump base — white working-class voters. It dates back to 2020 but
provides a relevant overview

Who exactly is Trump’s ‘base’? Why white, working-class voters could be key to the US election

The Conversation, Oct 2020 https://theconversation.com/who-exactly-is-trumps-base-why-white-working-class-
voters-could-be-key-to-the-us-election-147267
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Inculpations, scandales... Comment expliquer la popularité de Donald Trump aupres des
électeurs républicains ?

The Conversation, 11 juin 2023

Jérome Viala-Gaudefroy, Assistant lecturer, CY Cergy
Paris Université

Apres une premiére inculpation, en mars dernier, par le
procureur de Manhattan dans I'affaire Stormy Daniels,
Donald Trump vient d’étre a nouveau inculpé, cette fois
au niveau fédéral, pour des motifs beaucoup plus
graves: il est accusé davoirviolé la loi sur
I'espionnage et mis en danger la sécurité des Etats-
Unis en conservant illégalement, apres son départ de la
Maison Blanche, des documents classés secret
défense.

Un coup dur pour sa candidature a la présidentielle
2024 ? Pas nécessairement.

« Une attaque politique des Démocrates »

Sans surprise, face a cette inculpation fédérale,
Trump clame son innocence, accusant I'administration
Biden d’« ingérence électorale au plus haut niveau » et
d’« instrumentalisation du Département de la Justice et
du FBI ». Cette défense, reprise par Fox News, est aussi
celle adoptée par des ténors du Parti républicain, y
compris Kevin McCarthy, le président de la Chambre
des représentants.

Méme ses adversaires aux primaires, a commencer par
son principal rival, Ron DeSantis, se trouvent forcés
d’adhérer a ce récit : une inculpation qui serait une
attaque politique de Joe Biden contre I'un des
principaux candidats a l'investiture présidentielle du
Parti républicain.

[Plus de 85 000 lecteurs font confiance aux newsletters
de The Conversation pour mieux comprendre les grands
enjeux du monde. Abonnez-vous aujourd’hui]

Si les Républicains les plus en vue défendent I'ancien
président ou restent silencieux, c’est que Donald Trump
reste tres populaire chez leurs électeurs. Il est en téte
des sondages aux primaires avec plus de 50 % des
intentions de vote. Surtout, il distance son adversaire
principal DeSantis par 30 points, un écart qui continue
de se creuser, y comprisdans I'Etat de Floride ou
DeSantis a pourtant été réélu gouverneur a une tres
large majorité en 2022.

Cette nouvelle inculpation, comme les affaires et
scandales précédents, a peu de chances d’entamer le
soutien des électeurs républicains a I'ancien président.
Elle pourrait méme le renforcer, d’autant que, s’il est

reconnu coupable, Trump resterait de toute facon
éligible.

En effet, selon la Constitution et le 14¢ amendement,
seule une condamnation pour insurrection ou
rébellion pourrait le disqualifier. Théoriquement, il
pourrait donc faire campagne depuis une prison,
comme |'a déja fait un autre candidat, Eugene Debbs,
en 1920. Et s’il venait a étre élu, il tenterait sans doute
de se gracier lui-méme de ses crimes fédéraux.

--% Kevin McCarthy
»p @SpeakerMcCarthy
Today is indeed a dark day for the United States of America.

It is unconscionable for a President to indict the leading candidate
opposing him. Joe Biden kept classified documents for decades.

I, and every American who believes in the rule of law, stand with
President Trump against this grave injustice. House Republicans will
hold this brazen weaponization of power accountable.

Traduire le Tweet

3:22 AM - 9 juin 2023 - 12 M vues

221k Retweets 4966 citations 113,1kJ'aime 987 Signets

Tweet de Kevin McCarthy en soutien a Donald Trump.

Comment Donald Trump, quia encouragé une
insurrection, subideux procédures de destitution,
été mis en examen et reconnu coupable d’agression
sexuelle, qui fait toujours l'objet de nombreuses
enquétes judiciaires— y compris pour interférence
dans des élections, et qui continue de nier le résultat
de la présidentielle de 2020, peut-il encore dominer le
camp républicain ?

Sur le papier, il semble pourtant y avoir un espace pour
une alternative a Trump au sein du parti. Malgré les
apparences, les pro-Trump qui soutiennent l'ancien
président de maniére indéfectible sont minoritaires au
sein des sympathisants républicains. Selon des calculs
effectués en 2022, ils représenteraient environ le tiers
des Républicains (30 a 37 %), soit a peu pres 15 % des
électeurs américains, un chiffre confirmé par
un sondage récent de NBC.

Des Républicains divisés

Le probléme réside dans le fait que, hormis cette base
pro-Trump tres radicalisée, homogéne et unie autour
de l'ancien président, les électeurs républicains sont
divisés. Ceux qui seraient éventuellement préts a opter
pour un autre candidat que lui le sont pour des raisons
variées et a des degrés divers. Et presque un tiers
d’entre eux (soit 20% des électeurs républicains)
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semblent ne pas avoir trouvé de candidat alternatif et
se disent donc préts a se rallier a Trump.

Le défi de n’importe quel concurrent de Iancien
président consiste non seulement a rassembler un
pourcentage suffisamment important d’électeurs
républicains sous une méme banniére, mais aussi a se
placer a la fois comme héritier et rival de Donald
Trump. Or ce dernier n’hésite pas a attaquer
violemment tout adversaire pouvant constituer une
menace sérieuse, comme il le fait avec DeSantis.

En dehors de I'ancien gouverneur du New Jersey Chris
Christie et de l'ex-vice-président Mike Pence, déja
percus comme déloyaux avant méme leur entrée en
campagne, les candidats aux primaires évitent pourtant
de sen prendre frontalement a  Trump,
préférant réserver leurs coups a DeSantis. Attaquer
Trump, c’est aussi laisser entendre que ses électeurs se
sont trompés ou qu’ils ont été trompés.

En outre, I'ex-président bénéficie de la multiplication
de candidatures aux primaires et de I'éparpillement des
voix qu’elle engendre. lls sont déja une petite dizaine a
s’étre officiellement déclarés, mais aucun ne semble
encore émerger. En effet, le scrutin majoritaire a un
tour appliqué pour les primaires et le fait que, dans la
plupart des Etats, le candidat qui a obtenu le plus grand
nombre de voix remporte l'ensemble des délégués
profitent a I'ex-locataire de la Maison Blanche. Fort de
son socle électoral solide, ce dernier devrait d’autant
plus facilement devancer ses poursuivants que ceux-ci
seront nombreux et se déchireront entre eux.

Enfin, il ne faut pas oublier que seule une toute petite
minorité d’électeurs votent aux primaires. Il y
avait moins de 15% de participation chez les
Républicains en 2016, le taux le plus élevé en plus de
30 ans. Il est communément admis que c’est la frange
la plus radicalisée qui vote pour ce scrutin, bien que
les études a ce sujet soient peu concluantes.

DeSantis: un rival plus radical mais moins
charismatique

La stratégie adoptée par Ron DeSantis est de faire une
campagne a la droite de Trump sur des themes de
guerre culturelle: il se positionne comme étant
radicalement anti-woke, anti-avortement, anti-
transgenre et LGBT, mais aussi pro-armes. Reste que, ce
faisant, DeSantis cherche a séduire un segment de
I'électorat assez similaire a celui de Trump.

Décrit par le Financial Times comme un « Donald
Trump avec un cerveau et sans le mélodrame », il n'a

pas le charisme de ce dernier. Son style de gouvernance
en Floride, basé sur l'autoritarisme et
une instrumentalisation politique des institutions, y
compris les établissements d’enseignement, rappelle
davantage celui de Viktor Orban que celui de I'ancien
président américain. De plus, aprés avoir chanté les
louanges de Donald Trump, il doit maintenant
I'attaquer sans sembler se contredire ou, pis, passer
pour un traitre aupres de la base.

Spot de campagne de DeSantis en 2018 en vue de

I’élection du gouverneur de Floride.

Le ressentiment racial et une crise identitaire comme
facteurs d’unité

Dés que l'ancien président est mis en difficulté, par
exemple au moment de sa premiére mise en examen,
une vaste majorité (70%) de sympathisants
républicains s’est ralliée a lui et a semblé adhérer a
I'idée que toute inculpation est motivée par des
considérations politiques. De méme, et de facon plus
inquiétante, une majorité continue de croire que
I'élection de 2020 leur a été volée, y compris une partie
de ceux qui reconnaissent, aujourd’hui, 'absence de
preuve.

Cette permanence du soupcon illustre non seulement
que la perception compte davantage que la réalité,
mais aussi qu’il existe une forme de paranoia
symptomatique d’une crise identitaire dont les racines
se situent danslanxiété économique et le
ressentiment racial. La recherche a largement
Donald Trump étaient essentiellement blancs, non
diplémés, évangéliques et de classe moyenne. Ces
études concluent également que ce sont d’abord les
guestions d’identité — surtout liées a la race, a
I'immigration, a la religion et au genre —, davantage que
I’économie, qui ont été les forces motrices de I’élection
de Trump en 2016.

Pour une partie de cet électorat américain blanc, il
existe en effet ce que lasociologue Arlie
Hochschild appelle « une histoire profonde » :celle de
Blancs de la classe moyenne qui seraient mis a |'écart
par des groupes minoritaires, abandonnés par le
gouvernement, victimisés et traités avec mépris par
une élite de gauche.

Le ressentiment de ces Blancs non diplémés qui se
jugent délaissés vient en partie de leur affaiblissement
démographique : leur part dans I'électorat est passée
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de 69 % en 1980 a 39 % en 2020, et devrait tomber a
30 % d’ici a 2032.

Une stratégie de I'émotion

Le succes de Donald Trump vient de son charisme et de
sa capacité a utiliser une stratégie de I'émotion basée
sur la peur, le sentiment de rancune et d’humiliation.
Ceci en s’appuyant sur sa propre rancoeur envers les
élites new-yorkaises, puis envers Barack Obama a
travers ses allégations de birtherism, I'élection d’un
président noir ayant contribué a polariser encore plus

comparution devant la justice dans le cadre de I'affaire
Stormy Daniels, le 4 avril 2023. Lev Radin/Shutterstock
Ce qui est remarquable, et peut-étre contre-intuitif,

c’est que ce récit de ressentiment racial est parfois
méme adopté par des minorités qui éprouvent
de l'antipathie a I'égard d’autres groupes minoritaires.
Une étude récente montre, par exemple, la croissance

e In rural America

du nombre de Latinos, comme d’autres personnes de
couleur, dans le mouvement suprémaciste blanc.
Enfin, Trump a pu s’appuyer sur la peur des chrétiens
blancs évangéliques, comme I'a montré Kristin Kobes
Du Mez, en leur offrant un récit du « carnage
américain » qui résonne avec leurs croyances
eschatologiques de déclin et de destruction a la fin des
temps.

Trump, martyr et superhéros

Donald Trump a construit autour de sa personne un
récit ou il est unevictime, voire un martyr,
auquel s’identifie cet électorat et, en méme temps,
un superhéros hypemasculinisé dans lequel ses
partisans peuvent se projeter, y compris quand la
victime annonce qu'elle se fera bourreau des
responsables de leurs malheurs. A la veille des
élections de 2016 il se disait ainsi étre la voix des
« oubliés » ; avant celles de 2024, il se présente comme
leur « guerrier » et leur justicier, promettant d’étre la
« rétribution » et le « chatiment » pour « ceux qui ont
été |ésés et trahis ».

Cette vengeance pourrait méme s’abattre sur les
Républicains qui le trahiraient. N'oublions pas que le
leadership a la Chambre de Kevin McCarthy dépend
d’une majorité si faible gu’il est a la merci de la frange
la plus pro-Trump des élus de son parti. De la méme
facon, le Grand Old Party est pris en otage par ce
mouvement minoritaire mais puissant, dont la seule
constance est la loyauté envers son chef, Donald
Trump, quitte a affaiblir le parti et faire perdre des
élections.

Rural voters are (mostly) Trump voters, new poll shows: Why Biden suffers outside cities

TERRY COLLINS USA TODAY, Jan 28 2024

Four years ago, cattle rancher JD Hill bucked his family's Democratic tradition and voted for Donald Trump. Now a
registered Republican, he's going to do it again this year.
It's not that Hill, a resident of Greenville, Kentucky, loves the New York real estate mogul and all he stands for. He's
well aware of Trump's legal problems and "I don't like his rhetoric."

But Hill, 57, believes the Democrats and Biden in particular simply haven't paid enough attention to communities like
his.

"Am I a huge Trump fan? No. But I just haven’t seen the country go in the right direction under Joe Biden," said Hill,
whose town is in tiny Muhlenberg County which has a population of about 31,000. "Personally, | don't think Biden is
in touch with rural America."
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A new poll of likely rural voters suggests Americans living outside cities and suburbs favor Trump above all
his competitors, both Republican and Democratic.

That support is lukewarm, though. Only a slim majority of rural Trump supporters polled said they would be "very
happy" if he were at the top of the GOP ticket, according to the poll of 2,500 Americans conducted Jan. 5-10 by
researchers at Maine's Colby College. And, nearly a third of those Trump supporters say their vote is
really against Biden, believing the president has ignored their issues during his time in office.

Cattle rancher JD Hill of Greenville, Kentucky, who became a registered Republican last year

That matches Hill's feelings.

"Look, I get that the electoral votes are in the larger states like Illinois, California and New York," said Hill, who
travels up to 4,000 miles a month as a national sales manager for an animal health supplement manufacturer. "But those
in the flyover states are being looked over, the people who help feed this country and keep this country alive."

Full article here: https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2024/01/28/rural-voters-favor-
trump/72337833007/
See also: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/jan/28/biden-trump-iowa-rural-voters-election-2024
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How College-Educated Republicans Learned to Love Trump Again

Blue-collar white voters make up Donald Trump’s base. But his political resurgence has been
fueled largely by Republicans from the other end of the socioeconomic scale.

Former President Donald J. Trump has dominated polls of the Republican presidential primary race, but
only a year ago, he trailed Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida in some surveys.Credit...Doug Mills/The New York
Times

By Michael C. Bender, Reporting from Des Moines, The New York Times, Jan. 14, 2024

Working-class voters delivered the Republican Party to Donald J. Trump. College-educated conservatives may ensure
that he keeps it.

Often overlooked in an increasingly blue-collar party, voters with a college degree remain at the heart of the lingering
Republican cold war over abortion, foreign policy and cultural issues.

These voters, who have long been more skeptical of Mr. Trump, have quietly powered his remarkable political recovery
inside the party — a turnaround over the past year that has with a cascade of 91 felony charges in
four criminal cases.

Even as Mr. Trump dominates Republican primary polls ahead of the lowa caucuses on Monday, it was only a year ago
that he trailed Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida in some surveys — a deficit due largely to the former president’s weakness
among college-educated voters. Mr. DeSantis’s advisers viewed the party’s educational divide as a potential launching
point to overtake Mr. Trump for the nomination.

Then came Mr. Trump’s resurgence, in which he rallied every corner of the party, including the white working class.
But few cross-sections of Republicans rebounded as much as college-educated conservatives, a review of state and
national polls during the past 14 months shows.

This phenomenon cuts against years of wariness toward Mr. Trump by college-educated Republicans, unnerved by his
2020 election lies and his seemingly endless craving for controversy.
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Their surge toward the former president appears to stem largely from a reaction to the current political climate rather
than a sudden clamoring to join the red-capped citizenry of MAGA nation, according to interviews with nearly two
dozen college-educated Republican voters.

Many were incredulous over what they described as excessive and unfair legal investigations targeting the former
president. Others said they were underwhelmed by Mr. DeSantis and viewed Mr. Trump as more likely to win than
former Gov. Nikki Haley of South Carolina. Several saw Mr. Trump as a more palatable option because they wanted to
prioritize domestic problems over foreign relations and were frustrated with high interest rates.

“These are Fox News viewers who are coming back around to him,” said David Kochel, a Republican operative in lowa
with three decades of experience in campaign politics. “These voters are smart enough to see the writing on the wall
that Trump is going to win, and essentially want to get this over with and send him off to battle Biden.”

As the presidential nominating season commences, college-educated Republicans face a profound decision. Whether
they stick with Mr. Trump, swing back to Mr. DeSantis or align behind Ms. Haley will help set the party’s course heading
into November and for years to come.

Full article here: https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/14/us/politics/trump-college-educated-
voters.html?unlocked article code=1.RE0.k8a2.00sY7giz8EFS&smid=url-share

o This is a bit more technical but very interesting. A radio programme from NPR - Interview of a researcher who is
part of the team that conducted a study on vote intentions related to group animosity.

Here is the show https://www.npr.org/2021/07/11/1015120444/study-looks-at-what-motivates-trump-supporters

And here is the full study
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/352865163_Activating_Animus_The_Uniquely_Social_Roots_of_Trum
p_Support

Here is a key passage from the interview of researcher Lillian Mason

MASON: So the colloquial stories we hear about Trump suggest that he somehow created a whole
bunch of hatred in American politics. And instead, what this data shows is that what he did was
serve as a place where people who already held a lot of animus towards marginalized groups, they
all sort of gathered around him. So this was a latent faction of Americans that had just - that had
already been sitting there and had already existed.

So it's not necessarily that it's the Republican Party that is creating animus towards people, it's that
there's this faction of Americans who really dislike marginalized groups. And they're attracted to
one party or the other based on sort of the decisions of that party, and they're able to kind of hide
within the party in order to make American politics be focused more on the party and not on this
faction of people who are feeling a lot of hatred towards marginalized outgroups.

KURTZLEBEN: Right. And we should say that for comparison's sake, you looked at other
Republicans and saw that Trump voters were distinct from them, and you looked at Democratic
voters' views of particular Republican groups of people for comparison. And I'm wondering, just
to parse out the results here, did this study show that Trump voters' animus itself is uniquely high
or simply that it uniquely drives their votes or both?

MASON: It uniquely draws them toward Trump. So what we found was that - when we control for
partisanship, what we found is that people in 2011 who have negative views of these particular
groups are much more likely to approve of Trump in 2018. They're not any more likely to approve
of the Republican Party, to approve of Mitch McConnell or to approve of Paul Ryan.

When we look at the Democratic Party, we looked at people's feelings towards whites and
Christians, the groups that are typically associated with the Republican Party. And what we found
is that any hatred that people have in 2011 towards whites or Christians has no effect on their
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approval of the Democratic Party or of a number of Democratic Party officials by 2018. So that
relationship doesn't exist on the Democratic side. There isn't sort of an anti-white racism that's
driving Democrats the way that there's anti-Black racism driving Trump support. There isn't an
equivalent figure on the Democratic side. And, in fact, Trump is unique on the right.

KURTZLEBEN: Finally here, 1 want to talk about - | mean, we have this big thing this study
highlights, that animus towards certain groups not only exists but can influence American politics
in a very real way. I'm curious for our listeners out there, what is the big takeaway that you would
want them to have from hearing about this study? And I'm just also curious how much this pattern
concerns you.

MASON: Yeah. | mean, it is definitely concerning. And that's because it's - what we're seeing is a
real empowerment of this group of people that have, you know, truly anti-democratic attitudes and
goals. And they have also taken control of basically the entire Republican Party at this point, not
because all Republicans agree with them, but mainly because Republicans fear the voters that agree
with them.

Next week’s Newsletter will be much shorter and will focus on elections in Europe



