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Immigration in the British Economy :
1. Immigration Needs

* The UK economy needs foreign workers in sectors such as the medical field: “medical
professionals, nurse and care staff” (Text 5, 1. 7).

* Some sectors face strong labour shortages, particularly construction and medical care / 25%
of jobs in health and care / 30% in hospitality / 33% in administration and support services
are held by non-UK workers (graphs)

* The «rich world » faces a lack of workers due to longer life expectancy and lower birth
rates (Text 6, . 1-3) : immigration helps fill these labour gaps.

* Automation is sometimes considered a potential solution to the labour gap, but it is very
limited in social-care sectors (Text 5, 1. 40-41).

2. Immigration Policies

* Boris Johnson (2019-2022) = expansion of humanitarian routes for people from Hong Kong
and Ukraine (Text 6, . 17-18).

* Despite economic needs, the Keir Starmer government (2024-) has reduced access to work
visas: shorter duration, longer waiting times, higher salary thresholds (Text 5, I. 14). These
measures reflect a more restrictive immigration policy, which further worsens labour
shortages.

Ex : The hospitality sector shows a clear decline: 15% employment thresholds compared to
25% before COVID (Text 5, 1. 34).

3. Economic and Political Debate,

* cf. David Bull (chair of Reform UK) = immigration is the « lifeblood of the country » (Text
6, I. 24-25).

* However, opposition remains strong, even though immigration fills labour market holés and
helps keep inflation low (Text 6, 1. 52).

* Reasons for this opposition = hostility to ethnic diversity and fear of social change (Text 6, I.
57).

* This leads to a “doom loop”: tighter restrictions — more economic pressure — growing
opposition — stronger political pressure (Text 6, I. 85).

* question of integration = not only work but social :

* Bradford’s Pakistani community, where people often marry close cousins (Text 6, I. 162-
163) = bad integration

* areas with mainly solitary male immigrants that face social isolation (Text 5, 1. 171)



