
Suella Braverman Says Rough Sleeping Is 'Lifestyle Choice'
By Jedidajah Otte, The Guardian, Nov 4, 2023

The home secretary, Suella Braverman, has described rough sleeping as a “lifestyle choice” while
defending her decision to restrict the use of tents by homeless people on the streets of Britain.

[…]The home secretary has also proposed the introduction of a civil offence, which could lead to
charities being fined if they provide homeless people with tents, the Financial Times reported.

Writing on X, formerly Twitter, Braverman defended her proposals, saying: “The British people
are compassionate. We will always support those who are genuinely homeless. But we cannot allow
our streets to be taken over by rows of tents occupied by people, many of them from abroad, living
on the streets as a lifestyle choice. […]Nobody in Britain should be living in a tent on our streets.
There are options for people who don’t want to be sleeping rough, and the government is working
with local authorities to strengthen wraparound support including treatment for those with drug and
alcohol addiction.

“What I want to stop, and what the law-abiding majority wants us to stop, is those who cause
nuisance  and distress  to  other  people  by  pitching tents  in  public  spaces,  aggressively  begging,
stealing, taking drugs, littering, and blighting our communities.”

Homelessness charity Shelter responded by writing on X: “Let’s  make it  clear:  living on the
streets  is  not  a  ‘lifestyle  choice’ –  it  is  a  sign  of  failed  government  policy.  No one  should  be
punished for being homeless. Criminalising people for sleeping in tents, and making it an offence
for charities to help them, is unacceptable.

“The housing emergency boils down to people not being able to afford to live anywhere. The
current scenario: Private rents are at an all-time high. Evictions are rising. And the cost of living
crisis continues.

“This combined with decades of government failure to build genuinely affordable social homes is
what is driving record levels of homelessness and leaving thousands of people on the streets. The
government promised to end rough sleeping, but is falling short of the mark.”

Braverman’s planned policies are being considered for the government’s legislative programme,
people with knowledge of the proposals said. […]They added that the proposals were designed to
replace elements of the 1824 Vagrancy Act, which criminalised rough sleeping and begging and
which the government had pledged to repeal last year.

UK charities and politicians have issued a string of warnings recently because of the growing
homelessness crisis in Britain, caused by a lack of suitable housing.

[…]Last year, the government published a strategy to end rough sleeping in England by 2024, for
which  it  pledged to  spend £2bn over  three  years.  A leading homelessness  charity  has  said  the
government is likely to miss this target.

According to the Office for National Statistics, 3,069 people were estimated to be sleeping rough
on any given night last year – an increase of 26% on the previous year, and a 74% increase since
2010. […]There has also been a sharp rise in the number of homeless people aged 65 to 74.

This  spring,  the  Home  Office  published  a  48-page  antisocial  behaviour  action  plan  with  a
foreword by Rishi Sunak promising to give “the police and other agencies the tools they need to act
and restore pride in our communities”, such as new powers for police to remove rough sleepers from
shop doorways and pavements “and to clear the debris, tents and paraphernalia that can blight an
area”, while ensuring those “genuinely homeless” were offered support.
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