
GENDER EQUALITY REMAINS AS FAR OFF AS EVER

Guess the meaning of the following words :

the bottom line : 
shallow:
leapfrog:
blueprint : 
boardroom ; 
welfare state : 
Commons :
couch :
Trend : 
trade union : 
To lay the groundwork : 
Pensions : 
demotion : 
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No country worldwide is to achieve gender equality by 2030. Given that our world leaders
seem to miss targets on every measure put forward to improve things, from climate change to
poverty, I suspect they don't really care about anything.

‘The UN reports that all but 10 countries have men as heads of government, so I'm tempted
to paraphrase Greta Thunberg: we're not here for you to tell us what you consider is politically
possible in the society that you have created. The modern world was created by men. The pay
gap remains 23%; women are more likely to be in vulnerable work; we have less access to
financial institutions; we're less likely to have workplace protections and benefits; and we spend
2.5 times more of our time on unpaid work.

The bottom line is that gender inequality is a choice countries are making, not an
inevitability. And although a lack of women leaders isn't helping, let's not be shallow enough to
think that simply putting women in charge of a broken system would fix the problem. Only deep
economic change will provide the foundations for gender equality.

Britain ranks 17 out of 129 across the world, in a chart topped by Denmark. But since no
country is set to meet the 2030 target at this point, there's no reason why Britain can't leapfrog
over the 16 countries above it, achieve gender equality and act as a blueprint for other nations
to follow. So how would we do it? Here are some ideas:

The most effective way to make life better for the majority of women is not to fill up
boardrooms, but to invest in a strong welfare state. According to Commons figures in 2017, 86%
of spending cuts fell on women. This is because women are less likely to be in work, and more
likely to be caregivers and take charge of household tasks. Its rarely couched i this way, but the
government's austerity programme was actually 2 massive transfer of wealth from the poorest
women to the richest men — whose wealth has actually increased since the financial crisis of
2008, Its time to reverse this trend.

‘The majority of gender-based violence s carried out by men towards women. So to achieve
equality, women must first be freed from the threat of this violence. No country can claim
gender equality without addressing this situation, and that means massive investment in
wormen's refuges.

Women can take action against their bosses without fear of being punished. Better trade
union representation would also lay the groundwork for reducing the pay gap, improving
‘women's pensions and protecting women from dismissal or demotion if they become pregnant.
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