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Trump’s ‘Donroe Doctrine’ Aims to
Dominate the Americas

From attacking drug boats to pressuring Venezuela’s leader, the
president is putting the Western Hemisphere at the center of his
foreign policy.

By Vera Bergengruen
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The Monroe Doctrine is a key part of U.S. foreign policy. President James Monroe issued the policy in 1823. It stated
that North and South America were no longer open to colonization. It also declared that the United States would not allow European
countries to interfere with independent governments in the Americas.

Monroe made four basic points: (1) the United States would not interfere in European affairs; (2) the United States recognized and
would not interfere with existing colonies in the Americas; (3) the Western Hemisphere was closed to future colonization; and (4) if
a European power tried to interfere with any nation in the Americas, that would be viewed as a hostile act against the United States.

The Monroe Doctrine worked. No serious European interference was attempted until 1861. In that year the leader of France tried to
establish a monarchy in Mexico. The United States was just entering the Civil War, but it protested to France immediately. When the
Civil War ended in 1865, the United States sent troops to the Mexican border and insisted on the removal of the French army. The
French left in 1867.

The Monroe Doctrine has been expanded over the years. In 1904 President Theodore Roosevelt added the Roosevelt Corollary. The
addition stated that the United States could become involved in a Latin American country’s internal affairs in cases of clear and
long-term wrongdoing by that Latin American country. However, this was reversed in the 1930s when President Franklin
Roosevelt instituted the Good Neighbor Policy. According to that policy, the United States gave up its right to intervene in the internal
affairs of other countries.
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