



children and teenagers who see their experiences in print and finally realize they aren’t alone. And the ones

who, fortunately, are not suffering such trauma, but who now have a window into the lives of their peers who

do. We talk at them. And we talk about them. We try to control what they can read, think and do. What we

don’t do is listen to them.

There is, without a doubt, a place for thoughtful debate about the appropriateness of books like mine. In

response to parental concerns, many school boards are adopting protocols to determine, for instance, if

access to a book ought to be restricted by age. Alas, this isn’t the case in the Virginia school district where

“Sold” was challenged. 

Meanwhile, children and teens are facing a mental health crisis. Rates of depression and suicide are

alarmingly high; resources to help them are depressingly limited. It would be wonderful if the time and

energy spent organizing and arguing for book bans at school board meetings across the country were directed

at getting these students the help they need and deserve.  Books are not the problem. They are part of the

solution.
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Fin des documents

Content of Books Challenged by Texas Republican 

State Representative Matt Krause in 2021

Source : uniteagainstbookbans.org

Elements in Chart read

LGBTQ:        62.4%

Race and Racism :   8.3%

Sex Education :      14.1%

Misc :         15.2%

Caption above reads : As challenges to books in school libraries rose dramatically in recent 

years, would be censors often assured parents and school  boards that students would have full 

access to the books at their public library. The dramatic increase in challenges to materials in 

public libraries last year proves that talking point to be false. Groups who had previously 

targeted material in school libraries are now challenging the same titles in bulk at public 

libraries.

                                                        rose by 92% in 2023


