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	Social media algorithms steer boys towards manosphere content
	Misogynistic online influencers fuel anti-women prejudice at school
	The “Adolescence” series may not be the best teaching tool against sexism
	Andrew Tate is like a social media Peter Pan taking advantage of teenagers

	· Researchers have observed a worrying increase in misogyny in Australian schools
· Male students are influenced by figures from the online “manosphere”
· A 2024 Irish study showed that even boys who do not seek out manosphere content are targeted with masculinist content by social media algorithms
· This phenomenon is dangerous: it can lead to “misogynist radicalisation” or terrorist threats
· It can have other consequences, such as creating unhealthy views on relationships or creating fear and anger
· A social media ban may not be the best solution, even if it could work
· Parents and students must be educated about the dangers of social media
	· A poll among female teachers showed that social media influencers encourage misogyny at school
· Examples are given: some students refused to speak to a female teacher
· This problem must be handled quickly, not just by teachers but also by schools, colleges and other agencies (P. Roach)
· A possibly more dangerous influence is that of pornography, which often stages power dynamics between men and women (M. Conroy)
· This national conversation about the dangers of the manosphere was started with the release of the “Adolescence” series featuring a 13-year-old accused of having assassinated a female classmate because of the dangers of social media
· PM Keir Starmer acknowledged the seriousness of the problem and agreed for the series to be shown to middle and high schoolers
· The government is already committed in educating children and teenagers about online safety
· The Lib-Dems suggest banning these algorithms and educating children using the fines paid by online offenders
	· The “Adolescence” series is about the dangers of online hate speech and the toxicity of incel groups and misogynistic influencers
· Starmer has agreed for “Adolescence” to be shown at school
· Charities have also provided resources for teachers and parents
· The problems with using “Adolescence” as a teaching tool:
· Contrary to other resources, its primary goal is not to educate (it is not based on research for instance)
· Not all boys will identify with the character
· It may give boy the false idea that they are seen as a threat, whereas some want to “be part of the solution”, and so make them feel worthless and turn to the manosphere (=counter-productive)
· It may give a monolithic approach of boyhood which does not consider the complexity of their individual identity
· The journalist emphasises the urgency of the situation: 2021 Ofsted report about sexual harassment at school / in the UK, a woman is killed by a man every three days + it is contagious and popularised online
· What young people want = be part of the conversation
· The education brought is often too restricted and arrives too late
	· The cartoonist denounces the responsibility of:
· influencers such as Andrew Tate who lure young boys into their world just like Peter Pan
· social media like Tiktok, Snapchat or Instagram, represented through their logos and which allow such influencers to target these boys
· the words “lost boys” are written on the wall, highlighting the vulnerability of these children and teenagers, even when they are in the supposedly safe private space of their bedroom
· the dark atmosphere and colours contrast with the magical children’s story of Peter Pan and represent the dangers entailed by the manosphere and the seriousness of this phenomenon
· the cartoonist denounces this problem, which in itself may be a start to act against this dangerous phenomenon



How can the scourge of online misogyny be tackled considering so many actors are to be blamed?

I. The attractivity of the manosphere is a danger (=the problem and its consequences)
II. A collective responsibility (=the causes of the problem)
III. Future perspectives (=possible solutions or obstacles)


Correction type CCINP (400 mots +-10%)
The far-reaching consequences of online misogyny
The online sexism of the “manosphere” is increasingly reflected at school, according to a June 2024 Conversation article by Stephen Roberts and Stephanie Wescott (doc.1) and George Wright and Adam Hale’s April 2025 BBC article (doc.2). Indeed, the awareness-raising 2025 British “Adolescence” series features a 13-year-old “incel”, Jamie, accused of murdering a female classmate, Katie. However, Sophie King-Hill’s 2025 Conversation article (doc.3) argues that Jack Thorne and Stephen Graham’s drama may not be a relevant teaching tool to prevent the “lost boys” drawn by Ella Baron in The Guardian (doc.4) from blindly following Peter-Pan-like figures spreading anti-women hate online. How can the scourge of online misogyny be tackled considering so many actors are to be blamed? 
	First, online misogyny is insidious: Roberts and Wescott (doc.1) highlight it can lead to “misogynist radicalisation” or terrorist threats. They add researchers have observed a worrying increase in sexism in Australian schools. Wright and Hale (doc.2) contend British schools are also impacted. They state Keir Starmer acknowledged the seriousness of the problem when he watched “Adolescence”, which shows the extreme consequences of the “incel” movement with Katie’s murder. The dark tone of the show echoes the cartoon’s dark colours representing the serious dangers entailed by online misogyny: in document 3, Sophie King-Hill actually lists those dangers by citing a 2021 Ofsted report about sexual harassment at school. 
	The roots of the problem are manifold. King-Hill (doc.3) and Wright and Hale (doc.2) explain “Adolescence” shows the responsibility of anti-women online groups. Ella Baron (doc.4) denounces influencers such as Andrew Tate, represented with Peter Pan’s clothes, luring young boys into their world, and condemns social media. This nefarious aspect of algorithms is analysed by Roberts and Wescott (doc.1). Besides, a BBC interviewee (doc.2) claims it is online pornography which fuels misogyny. 
	What to do, then? A solution mentioned by the documents is to shock and denounce, just as the series and the cartoon do. As for social media, Roberts and Wescott (doc.1) believe a total ban may not be the best option. Instead, parents and students must be educated about online safety, an initiative pushed for by Lib-Dem politicians, according to Wright and Hale (doc.2). They add the government is already committed in educating children and teenagers about online safety, but that often comes too late, King-Hill deplores (doc.3). Her opinion is that screening “Adolescence” in schools as encouraged by Starmer may not be appropriate, since it was not intended as a teaching resource and it may give boys the impression they are seen as a threat only. 
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