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Quand les tables et les chaises disparaissent des foyers américains

C’est la revue "The Atlantic" qui nous apprend la disparition des salles à manger des foyers américains. Cette évolution est le fruit d’une demande de la part des occupants, à laquelle répondent donc les promoteurs immobiliers.
Mais "The Atlantic" note une mutation beaucoup plus radicale : "dans bien des nouveaux appartements, manque même l’espace pour installer une table et des chaises. Manger est relégué aux canapés et aux chambres à coucher, recevoir à dîner est devenu en pratique impossible". Comme le dit sans détours un promoteur immobilier : aujourd’hui, "les appartements sont conçus pour glander en regardant Netflix".

De nombreux facteurs expliquent le phénomène, les prix de l’immobilier évidemment, le nombre de familles monoparentales, mais aussi des règles d’urbanisme datant de Mathusalem et qu’il faudrait revoir. "The Atlantic" met en rapport ces nouveaux modes de vie et l’épidémie de solitude qui frappe les États-Unis. 

Adapté de France Inter 13 Juin 2023
EXPRESSION ECRITE 
Tradwife content has been a social media phenomenon for a few years, and even though the trend creates a lot of discourse online and off, I’ve resisted writing about it because I think it’s a trap.

For the uninitiated, “A tradwife (short for traditional wife) is a woman,” typically a conservative Christian, “who prefers to take a traditional or ultratraditional role in marriage, including the belief that a woman’s place is in the home,” according to one of the genre’s more popular creators. These conventionally pretty influencers depict themselves cooking elaborate meals, tending to their children and doing housework. Their posts sometimes come with florid captions about the joy and freedom that come from submitting to their husbands, because biblical submission doesn’t connote inferiority. They tend to dress either in 1950s cosplay or barefoot in gauzy, long dresses.

The whole discussion can be a trap because the content itself is meant to be a heightened provocation — some tradwife creators post things that they label as triggering opinions and then say they get so much hate for being stay-at-home moms. But they rely on that dissonance in order to create more engagement (which leads to more clicks and more money).

These posts have a way of painting feminists as haters who resist their true nature and casting career women in opposition to women who don’t work for pay. The reality is that stay-at-home moms and working moms are frequently just the same people at different points in their lives and that content creation is a paying job: My favorite example of this is the tradwife pitching a $5,900 set of courses on how to be a tradwife.

Further, there are tons of reasons any parent might opt to stay home that don’t require buying into tradwife values: Work isn’t always satisfying or well paid, some people want to spend a majority of their time with their kids, and child care is so expensive that it can push a lower-earning parent out of the labor market, to name a few. […].
That said, I’m not particularly concerned that young women watching TikTok are going to be so influenced by this content that they’ll start fleeing the secular world en masse to submit to their husbands, live on farms and bake aesthetic pies. That’s because young women are increasingly rejecting this specific kind of domestic arrangement. […]

If there’s anyone to worry about watching and absorbing tradwife content to the letter, I suspect that it’s men. There are too many stories about fathers and husbands who abuse the power they have over their families and too many stories about the wives and children who flee their coercive control. Instead of continuing to talk about tradwives on TikTok or other social media outlets, even to debunk their limited appeal, we should spend more time elevating the stories of the people who made it out of these circumstances.



Adapted from the New York Times, May 15, 2024 ‘Tradwife’ Content Isn’t Really for Women. It’s for Men Who Want Submissive Wives, by Jessica Groves. 
Question 1: According to the author, what are the contradictions of the tradwife movement ? /4 points (80 words + or –10%)

Question 2: In your opinion, do traditions still matter in our modern world? / 8 points (180 words +or –10%)
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