
SUMMER 2026 NEWS QUIZ ANSWERS


Slide 1: July 20, 2026
Andy Burnham becomes the U.K.'s seventh prime minister in a little over a decade since Britons voted in June 2016 to leave the European Union. That decision ultimately shrank the British economy, triggered anger at the governing class and contributed to a revolving door of prime ministers. Burnham is likely to face some of the same challenges that stymied Starmer: rising costs of living, slow growth and a volatile American ally across the Atlantic.

Starmer led the U.K.'s center-left Labour Party to a landslide victory two years ago. But his personal approval ratings sank. Polls show voters believe he failed to deliver palpable change. He was also criticized for appointing Peter Mandelson, a close friend of the late sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, as British ambassador to Washington. Starmer later fired Mandelson. After Labour lost seats to populist anti-immigration party Reform in May's local elections, more of Starmer's own lawmakers joined calls for his removal.

Source: NPR 

Slide 2: Over the summer
The Trump administration has been ramping up its crackdown on both legal and illegal immigration. ICE has been present at airports, checking and sometimes randomly detaining travelers regardless of their immigration status while student visas have been limited to four-year permits. Finally, on August 25, all US immigrant visa applications have been paused by the Trump administration as the state department moves to tighten restrictions and limit access to applicants who they deem could end up relying on US assistance.

Source: The Guardian

Slide 3: June and throughout the summer
Artificial intelligence is celebrated as the technology of the future, but its rapid expansion is also generating growing controversy. In June, Los Angeles opened DATALAND, the world’s first museum of AI arts, presenting AI as a new space for creativity where “human imagination meets the creative potential of machines.” Yet behind these spectacular experiences lies a much more material reality: AI requires huge data centers, consuming vast amounts of electricity and water. This summer, protests against AI data centers spread across the United States, as communities raised concerns about their environmental impact and local resources.
Sources LA Times, Reuters, AP News

Slide 4: August 26, 2026 

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex have arrived back in the UK, landing at Birmingham airport. Prince Harry, Meghan, Prince Archie, seven, and Princess Lilibet, five, are expected to enjoy an “extended stay” in Britain, with the children already enrolled at school in the UK and due to start next week. The couple’s return, six years after they decamped to California and stepped down as working royals – meaning they no longer carry out official royal engagements – was revealed just last week, with the king having only been informed four days previously. Source: BBC

Relations with the rest of the Royal Family quickly soured after their wedding in 2018 as the couple said palace staff had been insensitive to Meghan's mental health and levelled charges of racism and media manipulation at members of the family.

Harry recently expressed an interest in reconciliation so he could spend more time with his father, King Charles, who is being treated for an undisclosed form of cancer. But relations with his brother, Prince William, who is heir to the throne, remain tense. Source: CBC News. 

Slide 5: August 5, 2026 


A four-tonne piece of a discarded SpaceX rocket that has been floating in space since last year is believed to have unintentionally crashed into the moon at high speed, in a collision that posed no danger to Earth but was expected to blast out a new lunar crater. The object, the height of a five-storey building, was part of the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket that launched two commercial lunar landers, one from the US and one from Japan, towards the moon in January 2025.

Bill Gray, the creator of a widely used piece of astronomy software who published a report ​on the stage’s impact in April, said: “This may be of some – probably minor – scientific interest, and we may learn some things from it. “It doesn’t present any danger to anyone, though it does highlight a certain carelessness about how leftover space hardware [space junk] is disposed of.” While tens of thousands of pieces of space junk – defunct satellites, discarded rocket parts and debris from rocket launches – are increasingly crowding Earth’s orbit, human-made impacts on the moon are relatively rare.
Source: The Guardian

Slide 6: June 23, 2026
Primary night in New York marked the first major test for Mayor Zohran Mamdani's political movement, and it was widely successful. All three of Mamdani's endorsed candidates for Congress were victorious, marking a massive win for the left and a major blow for establishment Democrats. Mamdani endorsed in three competitive House primary matchups in New York City, breaking with Democratic leaders by throwing support behind leftist candidates who were unafraid to criticize Israel and push for ambitious economic policies. The biggest upset of the night came in New York's 13th district, where Mamdani-backed candidate Darializa Avila Chevalier, a 32-year-old community organizer and democratic socialist, narrowly defeated five-term incumbent Democrat Adriano Espaillat, 71, to represent Upper Manhattan and part of the Bronx. 
Source: NPR 
Slide 7: June 29, 2026

Ford says it has hired back some human engineers after AI failed to match their skills and experience. In a bid to reap the benefits of the tech, which developers claim can cut costs and boost productivity, the US carmaker adopted it across some parts of its operations including for quality checks. But, according to Bloomberg, its executives said the firm has rehired more than 300 "veteran" quality inspectors in recent years to make up for the pitfalls of automated systems.
Source: BBC
Slide 8: July 7, 2026 

United States star striker Folarin Balogun will join the US men’s national team on Monday night as they face Belgium in the FIFA World Cup Round of 16. That’s after FIFA made the decision to suspend a one-game ban that had been triggered by a red card against Balogun in the US team’s last match against Bosnia and Herzegovina. According to multiple media reports – including in The New York Times, The Guardian and Associated Press – this decision came after US President Donald Trump personally called FIFA President Gianni Infantino to lobby for the reversal. In a statement, the Royal Belgian Football Association said it was “astonished” by FIFA’s decision. It argued the decision ran counter to the rules of the tournament, where a red card automatically results in a player being suspended for a team’s next match. The association said it was investigating “all potential options”, which presumably includes legal action.
Sport has always been deeply political, but this normally occurs off the field of play. If true, reports Trump has used political power to change on-field decisions signal a dangerous precedent and the risk of changing the entire system from a fair game into an exercise of raw influence.
Source: USNW

Slide 9: August 14, 2026
Britain's right-wing anti-immigrant leader Nigel Farage will return to Parliament after winning one of the most bizarre elections in recent British history — which saw him come up against an opponent with a giant trash can on his head. Farage received more than 63% of the vote in the special by-election, which he triggered after coming under scrutiny over his campaign finances, and which all of Britain's mainstream parties decided to boycott. Farage's closest rival, joke candidate Count Binface — who has run in multiple elections — got more than a quarter of the vote. Farage didn't attend the count, earlier saying he didn't want to be "demeaned and humiliated by nobodies." Binface, for his part, said he was "gratified" after what was his best electoral performance yet.
Source: NPR

Slide 10: 

US President Donald Trump has signed an executive order seeking to change the name of Lake Ontario to Lake America. The move comes after trade talks between the US and Canada collapsed last week, and the US imposed new 50% tariffs on $20bn worth of Canadian goods. Canada will implement "dollar for dollar" counter-tariffs next month. Trump said the renaming of the lake, which straddles both countries, was effective immediately. He has broad discretion over how the US recognizes landmarks but other countries do not have to follow. Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said in response that "things must be called by their name, and this lake is called Lake Ontario - today and forever".

US-Canada relations have fallen to a new low, with insults thrown back and forth over the past week. But there was a hint on Thursday that there was room for a return to the negotiating table. Canadian US trade minister, Dominic LeBlanc, said the US had withdrawn some of its demands around labelling requirements in French, one of the sticking points. The US has maintained it never made demands about language. Both sides have accused the other of demanding last-minute changes that caused the breakdown in trade negotiations.
Source: BBC 


Bonus Slide: August 25, 2026
Dolly Parton, one of the greatest singer-songwriters in country music, who was also much cherished for her philanthropy, has died aged 80. Parton was born in poverty in a one-room cabin in Tennessee, the fourth child to a mother who would have 12 children by the age of 35, and a father who was a farmer and construction worker. Alongside her music and acting, Parton was an astute businesswoman and philanthropist. The Dollywood Foundation, funded through these business ventures and creative projects, was created in 1988, initially awarding college scholarships and running a program to help children complete high school in her native Sevier county, Tennessee. In 1995, Parton began her Imagination Library project, which sent an age-appropriate book to every child in the county every month until they were five. She made a number of donations to Vanderbilt University’s medical center in Nashville, Tennessee, where her niece was treated for leukemia. The most high-profile of these was in 2020, when she donated $1m for research into Covid-19, which formed the basis for the eventual Moderna vaccine.
