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From Paris to Los Angeles: How the city is preparing for the 2028 Olympics
AP by Jaimie Ding and Andrew Dalton, August 13, 2024 
It’s Los Angeles’ turn for the torch. Mayor Karen Bass accepted the Olympic flag at the Paris closing ceremony Sunday, before handing it off to a key representative of LA’s local business — Tom Cruise — who in a pre-recorded trek via motorcycle, plane and parachute kicked off the countdown to 2028. The city will become the third in the world to host the games three times as it adds to the storied years of 1932 and 1984. Here’s a look forward and back in time at the Olympics in LA.
LA’S OLYMPIC TRILOGY 

Los Angeles got the 2028 games as a consolation prize when Paris was picked for 2024. Back in 1932, LA hosted its first Olympics. The city was the only bidder for the games at a time marred by the Great Depression and the absence of several nations. Yet memorable sport moments came from athletes including American athlete Babe Didrikson Zaharias, who won golds in the new women’s events of javelin and hurdles.

Financial and cultural success gave 1984 a reputation as the “good” Olympics” which made seemingly every major world city want their own. Emphasizing both the modern and the classical with a hand from Hollywood, the games opened with decathlon champion Rafer Johnson lighting the torch, a guy in a jetpack descending into the Memorial Coliseum and theme music by “Star Wars” maestro John Williams. With Eastern Bloc countries boycotting, the U.S. dominated. Carl Lewis and Mary Lou Retton are among the athletes who became household names. A young Michael Jordan led the men’s basketball team to gold. The games renewed, for a while, the global reputation of a city that had been perceived to be in decline. “We want our games to be a modern games, youthful, full of the optimism that Southern California brings to the world and the globe,” Janet Evans, four-time Olympic gold medalist in swimming and chief athlete officer for the LA 2028 organizing committee, told The Associated Press in Paris.
PASSING THE TORCH 
Bass, who returned to LA Monday, said one of the biggest takeaways was the way Paris organizers made the “Olympics for everyone, whether you participated in the games or not.” She gave examples of watch parties held in surrounding cities and breakdancing classes before the competitions. Joining her were LA28 Chairperson Casey Wasserman, an entertainment executive, and LA councilmember Traci Park, chair of the city Olympic committee. City council president Paul Krekorian, who joined Bass in bringing the Olympic flag to LA, said they were “going to make this the only city in the world who have ever had three financially successful Olympic Games.”
VENUES OLD AND NEW, PLUS A SWIMMING STADIUM 
Amid a stadium-and-arena boom, LA will polish existing structures rather than erect new ones. “It’s a no-build games,” Evans said. After Paris’ innovative opening ceremony on the Seine River, LA plans to open with a traditional, stadium-based approach at SoFi Stadium in neighboring Inglewood that also incorporates the century-old Memorial Coliseum in Los Angeles itself. Home to two NFL teams, SoFi has hosted a Super Bowl and several Taylor Swift concerts since opening in 2020. It will become what organizers say is the largest Olympic swimming venue ever. […]
The toxicity of swimming in the Seine became a serious issue in Paris. That could put renewed focus on the Long Beach area waterfront when it hosts marathon swimming and triathlon races. Its cleanliness history is mixed but its ocean waters got consistently high marks in a 2023 analysis by nonprofit Heal the Bay. […]
TRAINS BUSES AND TRANSPORT 
A city that’s notoriously hard to traverse may seem like an odd fit for the Olympics, but it can work. Bass said she plans to emulate the tactics of Tom Bradley, the mayor in 1984, whose traffic mitigations had some saying it was better than at non-Olympic times. They include asking local businesses to stagger workforce hours to reduce the number of cars on the road and allow work from home during the 17-day games.

While it’s no Paris Metro, LA has built a subway since its last Olympics, with lines running past major venues. In 2018, the city planned an ambitious slate of 28 bus and rail projects to transform public transit. Some were scrapped but others moved forward, including the extension of a subway line to connect downtown Los Angeles with UCLA, the planned home of the Olympic Village. Another high-profile project is the Inglewood People Mover, an automated, three-stop rail line past major Olympic venues. It initially received a commitment of $1 billion in federal funding, but opposition from Democratic Rep. Maxine Waters led to a $200 million reduction, the Los Angeles Times reported. It’s unclear whether the line will be completed by 2028. Metro recently received $900 million in funding through an infrastructure spending package and grants from the Biden administration, of which $139 million will go directly toward improving transportation by 2028 and the goal of a “car-free” Olympics. […]
CRIMES, SAFETY AND PERCEPTION
While crime rates were considerably higher in 1984 than today, the countdown to 2028 comes as the issue has gotten increased attention and cast a social-media-amplified shadow. The Olympics are designated as a national special security event, which makes the U.S. Secret Service the lead agency tasked with developing a security plan, supported by significant federal resources. 

There are many more encampments on city streets than there were in 1984, and it’s unlikely LA will have solved its homeless crisis in the next four years. As the Paris games ended, California Gov. Gavin Newsom threatened to withhold funding from cities unable to clear encampments. Ahead of the Games in Paris, organizers relocated thousands of unhoused people, a practice also used for the 2016 Rio de Janiero games and criticized by activists as “social cleansing.”
TOURISTS AND FINANCES 
LA is the “next logical destination” for the Olympics, said Adam Burke, president and CEO of the LA Tourism and Convention Board. “LA has emerged as really one of the world’s sports capitals.” First though, the city will host a FIFA World Cup event and U.S. Women’s Open in 2026 and another Super Bowl in 2027. The city’s hotel industry has continued to see growth, adding 9,000 new hotel rooms in the past four years with more to come over the next four.

LA28 organizers are banking on ticket sales, sponsorships, payments from the International Olympic Committee and other revenue streams to cover the games’ $6.9 billion budget. The committee has brought in just over $1 billion toward a goal of $2.5 billion in domestic corporate sponsorships.


______________________________________________
Could a scaled-back Olympics still be good?
The Economist, August 9, 2024

Faster, higher, cheaper, smaller
RIANE TITMUS has, by any measure, had a successful Paris Olympics. The Australian swimmer won golds in the 400 metres freestyle, defeating one of the strongest fields in history, and the 4x200 metres freestyle relay. She picked up silvers in two further events. But Ms Titmus is not happy. Talking to reporters, she grumbled that conditions at the Olympic village in Saint Denis were “not made for high performance”, and seemingly blamed them for her failure to break her own world record in the 400 metres.

She is not the only one to grouse. Other athletes have criticised everything from the food to the travel times from the village to the venues. Many who could afford it moved into hotels. The Olympic village, once the games’ great symbol of equality, where athletes from all disciplines and countries pitched up for a fortnight, instead began to look like a hostel for those who couldn’t pay for somewhere proper to stay.

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) is in a bind. It is trying to preserve the future of the games by cutting costs for hosts and reducing its carbon footprint. But there are questions as to whether it can do this while also maintaining its status as the pinnacle of sport.

It is easy to make fun of cosseted athletes complaining about the taste of their free coffee and the comfort of the cardboard beds that they will sleep on for a handful of nights. But the era of Olympic amateurism is long gone. Contemporary Olympians train and prepare for their events for months in advance, organising every aspect of their lives to maximise their chances of success. On the athletics track, the blistering men’s 100 metres final, in which all eight sprinters were separated by 12 hundredths of a second and the gold and silver were settled by a fraction of the time it takes to blink, shows how fine the margins have become. Diet, sleep quality and relaxation matter hugely.

By extension, they also matter to audiences. The Olympics comes with tremendous puff and pageantry, as the four-hour opening ceremony demonstrated. But at its heart is curiosity at what humans can do if pushed to their limits. Simone Biles, Usain Bolt and Michael Phelps create joy because they pull off feats that no one before has been able to. Forward progression—the setting of new world records—matters in most Olympic disciplines. Media inquests into a dearth of broken records in the Parisian swimming pool began before the meet had finished.

Meanwhile, the IOC is resolute in its determination to bring down the cost of the games for its hosts and for the environment. It considers both to be existential threats to the Olympics’ future. It has, for example, told potential hosts it wants bids that minimise the building of permanent new infrastructure. The Olympics will probably never again lead the regeneration of an entire city district, as in Stratford in London in 2012. In that Games, the athletics stadium, aquatics centre and the Olympic village were all built from scratch a stone’s throw from each other, minimising travel time for athletes. The new era of parsimony already seems to be bearing fruit. The IOC had struggled to find a host for 2028 because of the exorbitant costs of past games. It now claims to have ten interested parties for 2036.

There should be a middle way. Organisers in Paris hope to meet their goal of halving the carbon emissions of the games in London and in Rio de Janeiro, staged in 2016. That is laudable. But there are areas that should not be cut. Athletes need to be treated as the highly calibrated, sensitive beings that they are. If the IOC is to be generous anywhere, then it should be with those who provide the entertainment for its audience—and the eyeballs for its sponsors.


________________________________________
Are the Olympics Becoming Obsolete or More Essential Than Ever?

Lara Charles, August 12, 2024, Substack.com 

As the world anticipated the Paris 2024 opening ceremony, a friend turned to me and declared, "The Olympics are a dying art." His words lingered like a solemn prophecy. "It's becoming too expensive for cities to host." "The younger generations aren't seeing the relevance." We felt like two middle-aged dinosaurs, reminiscing about watching the Games as kids, now grappling with the idea that this much-loved global spectacle was slipping away like sand through an hourglass.

I’ll be honest; my rational mind understood. With so many global problems—climate crisis, biodiversity loss, war, injustice—how can countries justify spending millions upon millions on sports? It’s a compelling argument that deserves attention.

Yet, since watching the Olympics in Paris, my rational mind has taken a step back, and my heart has a few thoughts on why the Olympics are more relevant now than ever before.

Firstly, sport is a unifying force.
Over 200 nations competed in Paris, with viewers from every corner of the globe. Sports bring together people and nations that might otherwise never connect. When we engage with ‘the other’—someone who doesn’t look or sound like us, even if it’s through a TV screen—something subtle yet profound happens. Our biases, cultural barriers, and even political conflicts begin to dissolve. North and South Korean table tennis players demonstrated this unity when they stood together for a selfie. For a few weeks, the world comes together.

Secondly, the Olympics spotlight the bigger, deeper, often darker conversations we must have as a global society.
Algerian boxer Imane Kheif was brought to tears by the barrage of humiliation thrown her way. Despite the transphobic and misogynistic remarks that flooded the mainstream narrative, she held her head high and called for an end to the bullying.

Her heartbreaking story shows how patriarchy still binds and boxes women, upholding notions of ‘what it means to be a woman’. This patriarchal force—which affects all of us—is an undercurrent of unrest within ourselves and the world. If we don’t acknowledge its impact, we’ll remain bound by it. Imane’s story is an obvious example, but if you look closely, its ripple effects were throughout the Olympics. Sometimes it’s latent, in every athlete who feels they’ve failed without a medal, or blatant, in every coach who insists on winning at all costs.

Who do we want our children to model? The Canadian football coach entangled in the drone spy scandal, or the Algerian boxer who sent a message to the world about upholding the Olympic principles of excellence, respect, and friendship?

If your answer is the Algerian boxer, and if you also want excellence, respect, and friendship for the world, then we have to examine when, why, and how apathy, disrespect, and hostility appear in our own lives. The Olympics provide a platform for these conversations, forcing us to confront uncomfortable truths within ourselves and the world.

Thirdly, the Olympics help us remember our depth.
In Rio 2016, British swimmer Adam Peaty won two Olympic golds but soon after realised those medals didn’t bring him happiness. To compete in Paris, he had to find a different path. Instead of aggressively chasing medals, he turned inward and focused on nurturing relationships—with loved ones, himself, and something bigger. In Paris, he won the silver medal, but instead of disappointment, he said, “It doesn’t matter what the time says on the score, I think in my heart I’ve already won.”

Whether it’s Adam Peaty, Aussie BMX rider Saya Sakakibara accepting gold with her brother Kai proudly on the sideline, Laotian runner Silina Pha Aphay rushing to the aid of her Sudanese competitor, or US gymnasts Simone Biles and Jordan Chiles bowing down to the Brazilian gold medallist Rebeca Andrade, the best of what makes us so beautifully and humbly human was on full display.

The Olympics reveal the depth of the human spirit—the spirit that exists in all of us. They remind us of our capacity for grit, camaraderie, compassion, grace, and humility.

If we prioritise humanity over victory, the Olympics can inspire us to challenge the patriarchal structures that divide us and reconnect with the essence of what makes us human. In a world that sometimes feels like it’s imploding, I can’t think of anything more essential.

If we want the Olympics to remain relevant, let's not just watch - let's reflect.
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Cartoonist’s take: ‘Olympic gold’
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‘Olympic gold’ by Christopher Weyant, The Boston Globe, Massachusetts July 28, 2024
Texte d’opinion format X-ENS 

 Watching the Olympics is making me wonder: is sport good for us?

By Adrian Chiles, The Guardian, August 7, 2024 

Is sport good for you? I’m beginning to wonder. Ahead of the Olympics I spoke to Andy Hodge, one of our greatest rowers. He told me how, plagued by injury and illness, he battled to get to his third Games, in Rio. “Every day I was expecting my body to break,” he said, and this helped him come up with what he describes as a “relieving psychology”, which went like this: “Just keep going until your body breaks and when it does, you’ve given it a good shot.” Relieving? Hmm, if it’s got to the stage where the idea of breaking your body is affording you anything approximating relief, then you’re living in a world most of the rest of us don’t inhabit, and living a life few doctors could recommend. On the start line at Rio, Hodge said to himself: “I’m going to go and I’m going to actually break my body. This is the only mission I have today.” And a few minutes later he’d won his third Olympic gold.
We often talk about the power of the Olympics to encourage kids to take up sport, which is great. But there’s a slight dissonance here. Do we really want them to engage in it as obsessively as those whose brilliance and dedication we so admire? 
The breaking of Hodge’s body was never far from my mind when it came to broadcasting the rowing contests from Paris. Watching the GB pair Tom George and Oliver Wynne-Griffith lead their whole race only to be pipped at the line, a new thought occurred to me: never mind what this is doing to the athletes’ bodies; I’m beginning to wonder if it’s doing us spectators any good either. The stress is real, and relentless, especially at Olympics time. After a day yelling at horses at the Galway races, I went for a quiet pint only to end up yelling at a swimmer, Daniel Wiffen, whose gold medal-winning 800m swim was on the television. I wonder what that lad has put his body and mind through over the years. It’s hard to unhear Michael Phelps’s famous lament that his life consisted of eating, sleeping and swimming and not much else.
And the stress comes thick and fast at us poor spectators, about sports indoors and outdoors, in water and on water, throwing things, catching things, hitting things, winning things, losing things. Sports you barely understand because you only take any interest in them once every four years. Sports you can’t believe anyone’s been cruel enough to think up. Synchronised diving, for example. Who on earth looked at a diver executing incredible twists and turns and flips and thought: “I know, let’s force them to pair up, perform these miracles together, and mark them down if they’re not in complete unison”? What are we trying to do to these people? And to the rest of us, watching through our fingers.

One minute we’re choking up at the sight of a distressed Chinese girl who has just bounced clean off her trampoline, the next we’re bouncing off the ceiling at the joy of GB’s Bryony Page taking the gold. I drove my mum somewhere to give us both a break from it all, but we ended up listening on Croatian radio to commentary of Croatia v Greece in the water polo – a sport the rules of which neither of us are familiar with, yet we ended up stuck on the M1 cursing the refereeing decisions as much as the traffic. I say again, it can’t be healthy. And on the very same weekend the Olympic torment stops, England’s football season starts. Where exactly am I supposed to find the strength? I’m casting around for a relieving psychology, but nothing’s coming to mind.

