TABLEAU SYNTHETIQUE DOSSIER OLYMPICS 


	Doc1 From Paris to LA…: How the city is preparing for the 2028 Olympics
Press article AP, August 2024
	Doc 2 Could a scaled-back Olympics still be good? press article, The Economist, August 9, 2024

	Doc 3 Are the Olympics becoming obsolete…, blog post, Substrack.com August 2024
	Doc 4 Olympic Gold, Cartoon, press cartoon, Boston Globe, July 2024

	Main idea: What will it take for the LA Games to live up to the ones in Paris? 

The article focuses on the preparations necessary for the next Olympic Games in LA as the Parisian ones have been hailed a success. 
LA has already hosted the Olympics before and successfully so. It needs to honor this legacy as the city is said to have set the standard for modern Olympics and participated in building US soft power through the showcasing of performances by US athletes and Hollywood’s reputation for entertainment. 

One main challenge is to make sure that the event will be financially profitable capitalizing on some local assets: LA’s extensive sports culture with existing infrastructures and the thriving hospitality sector to welcome athletes and visitors. Already, sponsorship from business partners is expected to bring in the bulk of the budget. 
Another main concern will be an environmental one with the quality of water for the competitions at sea. 

One potential weakness is LA’s reputation for being a transport nightmare with its constantly congested streets due to the pervasive car culture and the lack of public transportation. In this aspect, LA might pale in comparison with Paris. 

A more controversial / touchier issue will be how to deal with the high number of homeless people in the city without being accused of “social cleansing” which was an accusation leveled at the Paris committee. 

	Main idea: can a balance be found between stellar sport performances at all costs and environmental and budget friendly competitions? 

Some athletes competing in the Paris Games have complained that the infrastructures and the organization did not allow them to perform to the best of their abilities while the main goal of the Olympics is for them to break records. 
The problem that the IOC faces is that host cities need to meet expectations in terms of sustainability, may it be financial and environmental, lest they are deemed too costly on those fronts and cause a shortage of candidates for the next events. 
However, a lack of gripping competitions or enthralling shows and entertainments might just as much end up tolling the Olympic bell. It may dry out crucial revenue like sponsorship or ticket sales. 
Olympic Games can no longer afford to be the money pits they have sometimes been but cost control, however justified, should not come at the expense of athletes who sacrifice so much and put in so much effort to perform. 


	Main idea: Are the Olympics still relevant in the 21st century? 
In our crisis-ridden era, it may be increasingly tricky to justify spending billions in sporting events when that money could be better spent fighting the world’s many pressing issues like global warming. 

There also seems to be a generational gap at stake as young people seem less enthused about Olympiads than their elders.  

However, the Games appear to be more than just about sports. Rational, down-to-earth arguments might not suffice to cancel/ offset the importance of the Olympic values and spirit. 

Sports competitions and the Olympics mirror our society and the main current debates. The Games can serve as a reminder for people around the globe to reflect on what really matters. 
They provide athletes and audiences with an opportunity to break down political barriers; to fight stereotypes and injustices, they give the world inspiring role models. 

The Olympic Spirit might also be about reckoning that winning isn’t always synonymous with making first place but doing one’s best or favoring others or one’s well-being rather than bringing home the gold. 

The Olympics may only be as relevant as we collectively make them be. 
	Description: 

The scene is set inside a bar in the US. The bartender is wiping a glass with a dish towel while three customers are enjoying a drink. Two flat-screen TVs are showing the logo of the 2024 Paris Olympics accompanied by the Eiffel Tower. The mood appears to be light as everybody is smiling and looks friendly towards one another. 

Analysis: 
The key to the message of the cartoon is in the sentence uttered by one of the patrons. He argues that the Olympics are less about competitions and sports than distracting people from serious issues like elections. 
It harks back to the Ancient Rome phrase “Panem and Circenses” which suggests that the Games are entertainment provided by authorities to appease public discontent or tensions. At a time when the public and political discourse in the USA is highly polarized and divisive, the Games seem to have provided a sort of truce. 
The cartoon remains quite neutral. it is hard to say if the cartoonist thinks that it amounted to a welcome respite or to manipulation/ brainwashing. 


Plan détaillé 


Titre: The Olympic Games are much more than just about sports (Centrale) / The Olympics: A Golden Opportunity?  (X/ENS)
The Paris Olympics were the talk of the town during summer 2024. While it is too soon yet for a full assessment of those Games, the challenges and debates over hosting and perpetuating such a large-scale international sports competition are at the heart of the set of documents. This dossier is composed of two press articles, a blogpost and a press cartoon all published at the height of the media hype during or mere days after the Olympics. They raise the following question: are the Olympic Games worth the organizational headache? (91 words) 
Preserving the Olympic Spirit
Doc 2: Sports performances first / Doc 3: Olympic Values first / Doc 4: Olympic Truce 

While… 

Organizing Sustainable Olympics


Doc 1: financial and environmental sustainability as the key to the next games / Doc 2 and Doc 3: cost acceptability (future host cities? + diverting money from environmental causes)
With concerns for … 

Keeping the Games relevant 
Doc 1: Soft power v. Social cleansing / Doc2: finding the right balance between sports and sobriety / Doc 3: generational gap v. social debate about values / Doc 4: Providing entertainment v. distraction 
All in all, the four documents testify to the delicate balancing act that hosting Olympic Games represents.  The Games reflect the complexity of current global issues like social justice, the search for common ground around unifying values, environmental yet also economic sustainability. Olympic Games might be deemed wasteful events or, just as well, rare opportunities for improvement in many aspects of modern life. (63 words) 
