118 WATER SCARCITY 
Water covers 70 per cent of our planet, and it is easy to think that it will always be plentiful. However, freshwater, the stuff we drink, bathe in, irrigate our farm fields with, is incredibly rare. Only 3 per cent of the world’s water is fresh water, and two-thirds of that is tucked away in frozen glaciers or otherwise unavailable for our use. 
The human population has successfully harnessed many of the world’s natural waterways, building dams, water wells, vast irrigation systems and other structures that have allowed civilizations to grow and thrive. But water systems are increasingly stressed, and some rivers, lakes and aquifers are drying up. As a result, some 1 billion people worldwide lack access to water, and a total of 3 billion find water scarce for at least one month of the year. Inadequate sanitation is also a problem for 2.4 billion people—they are exposed to diseases, such as cholera, typhoid fever, and other water-borne illnesses. Two million people, mostly children, die each year from diarrhea alone. […] 
At the current consumption rate, this situation will only get worse. By 2025, two-thirds of the world’s population may face water shortages. And ecosystems around the world will suffer even more, essentially because of climate change, industrial and agricultural pollution. As humans continue to pump more carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, patterns of weather and water are changing around the world. Droughts are becoming more common in some places, floods in others. Glaciers and snow packs are disappearing in some areas, affecting the freshwater supplies. 
Water pollution comes from many sources including untreated human wastewater, industrial and farm wastes. Even groundwater is not safe from pollution, as many pollutants can leach into underground aquifers. Some effects are immediate, as when harmful bacteria from human waste contaminate water and make it unfit to drink or swim in. In other instances, such as toxic substances from industrial processes, it may take years to build up in the environment and food chain before their effects are recognized. […] 
Agriculture is not only an important source of pollution because of pesticides and fertilizers, it also uses 70 per cent of the world’s accessible freshwater and some 60 per cent of this water is wasted due to leaky irrigation systems, inefficient application methods as well as growing crops that are too thirsty for their environment. Many countries that produce large amounts of food, including India, China, Australia, Spain and the United States, have reached or are close to reaching their water resource limits. 
WWF works with partners to advance the science of water conservation. We also work with governments, businesses and local communities to promote methods for sustainable water use. 
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