US SCHOOLS GAVE KIDS LAPTOPS DURING THE PANDEMIC. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]THEN THEY SPIED ON THEM
According to recent research “86% of teachers reported that, during the pandemic, schools provided tablets, laptops, or Chromebooks to students at twice the rate (43%) prior to the pandemic, an illustration of schools’ attempts to close disparities in digital access.” 
The problem is, a lot of those electronics were being used to monitor students, even combing through private chats, emails and documents all in the name of protecting them. More than 80% of surveyed teachers and 77% of surveyed high school students told the researchers that their schools use surveillance software on those devices. 
“We knew that there were students out there having ideas of suicide, self-harm and those sorts of things,” a school administrator explained to the researchers. “We found this [student activity monitoring software]. We could also do a good job with students who might be thinking about bullying ... If I can save one student from committing suicide, I feel like that platform is well worth every dime that we paid for it.” [...] 
I can certainly understand why schools would jump on technology they think might prevent teen suicide, bullying, and the like. The pandemic has increased isolation and uncertainty is particularly hard on kids and teenagers. Students are reporting an increase in self-harm incidents and aggressive impulses since the beginning of lockdowns. 
The only problem is that we’ve tried this before, in a different form. Everyone’s proposed solution to the advent of school shootings was to install metal detectors at the entrance to schools, police had a more visible presence, and security cameras went up in classrooms and hallways. 
That was a big business; schools spent billions of dollars on security infrastructure that mostly proved to be ineffective. And the results were kids felt unsafe, black students were followed and harassed most frequently, and punishments increased as educational outcomes worsened. 
Students from disadvantaged backgrounds are less likely to have private electronics not subject to surveillance, and will have less privacy when it comes to doing the perverted embarrassing things all teenagers do. [...] 
The software companies’ other big promise about monitoring children for problems is that mental health professionals can be alerted and services provided. But again, the outcomes for mental healthcare with children varies wildly. Children with Medicaid coverage are more likely to be prescribed anti-psychotics and other debilitating medication than get access to talk therapy. 
If teens are in need of help, it seems obvious that the best way to protect them is to ensure they have trusted adults in their lives they can turn to. A snooping AI is no substitute for that. 
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