BOOKSHOPS THRIVE AS FRANCE MOVES TO PROTECT SELLERS FROM AMAZON 
At her independent bookshop in southern France, Anne Helman had seen an influx of customers since the coronavirus pandemic who said they would rather buy books in person than online. She said: “Children wanted fantasy books. Adults wanted novels and the classics, particularly stories about viruses and the apocalypse. There has been a newfound enthusiasm for buying locally and supporting independent bookshops.” 
The French government is seizing on this increased support for independent bookshops to pursue its war against the domination of big tech firms. In a blow to Amazon, new legislation in France is to set a minimum price for book deliveries, in order to stop what the government calls “distorted competition” from digital giants. The French culture minister begged the nation during one lockdown: “Do not buy books from online platforms!” Now the French parliament is limiting the market advantages of net giants, which it hopes could set a precedent for other European countries seeking to protect small bookstores. The minimum delivery fee should come into force next year. 
Passing laws to protect books and the book trade is a rare point of political consensus in France. Emmanuel Macron has declared reading “a national priority”, extending opening hours for libraries. [...] 
The move to force net giants to charge the same for delivery as small bookshops is part of the French notion of “cultural exceptionalism”, which has long sought to shield books and independent booksellers from the ravages of free-market forces. In contrast to the UK’s famous three-for-two deals on novels, the French state fixes the prices of books and readers pay the same for a new book whether they buy online, at a high-street giant or a small bookseller. The law allows for a maximum discount on books of only 5%. It has helped preserve France’s 3,500 independent bookshops – more than three times the number in the UK – which account for 12,000 jobs. [...] 
The fate of French independent bookstores during the pandemic has greatly influenced the new law. France had three nationwide lockdowns. (...) In the final lockdown this spring, books were deemed essential items and bookshops stayed open, with historically high numbers of customers flocking to buy from them. [...] 
Amazon warned that new legislation fixing delivery prices would “weigh on the purchasing power of consumers” and affect readers in small towns and rural areas. French politicians argued that people who bought books online tended to live in big cities and urban areas. (...) Vincent Chabault, a sociologist at the University of Paris, the author of In Praise of Shops: Against Amazonisation, said small independent bookshops, which remained fragile, had become “the symbol of resistance against online platforms and Amazon”. [...] 
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