Text 27 CONCERN OVER TOXIC CHEMICALS IN TAP WATER
British scientists are concerned that the allowable levels of toxic Polyfluoroalkyl Substances – PFAS – in drinking water are too high. Indeed, a BBC study found PFAS levels exceeded European safety levels in almost half of the samples taken in England and Wales. However, none exceeded the British current safety-level, which is not as strict.
Working with researchers from the University of Greenwich and Manchester Metropolitan University, BBC investigative journalists took 45 tap water samples from sites in England and Wales. Laboratory analysis found that none exceeded the British limit of 100 nanograms per litre, but 25 samples did contain PFAS, 4 had levels that exceeded 10 nanograms per litre, and almost half of the samples exceeded the European Food Standards Agency tolerable limit of 2.2 nanograms per litre. […]
PFAS can be found in many familiar products such as non-stick pans, food-packaging, carpets, furniture and fire-fighting foam...
A Professor of toxicology at the University of Michigan, said these results raised a potential concern since health effects are found at lower and lower concentrations and since also PFA Substances have probable links to high cholesterol, ulcerative colitis, thyroid disease, testicular cancer, kidney cancer, and pregnancy-induced hypertension.
According to a researcher of Harvard University, there is particular concern about the effect on children. A woman may indeed build this up in her body and when she gets pregnant, she shares that with her foetus. And when the baby is born, she eliminates part of the chemicals into her milk. So, the baby may end up having up to 10 times as much PFAS in the blood, which is a concerning huge dose. […]
Therefore, the US is also considering reducing its 70 nanograms per litre safety level. "We are beginning to think that there's no such thing as a safe level and we want it to be as low as possible, because water is not the only source of exposure," said former head of the National Institute of Environmental Sciences.
However, there is little public data to face the problem but many testimonies such as Sarah’s, a lifelong Jersey resident who said: "I have an autoimmune disease, my father has kidney disease, and my mother has thyroid disease… When I started talking to our neighbours, I found that many of the men had kidney stones and the women had thyroid disease. This can't be a coincidence." […]
What the BBC study also revealed is that 18 different types of PFA Substances were found in the tap water samples. The Department for Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs is right now working closely with regulators to better assess the presence of PFAS in the environment.
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