SYNTHESIS – GROUPWORK – DOCUMENT 1
[image: Une image contenant Police, texte, logo, Graphique

Description générée automatiquement]
Climate activists aren’t just young people – dispelling 3 big myths for Earth Day
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Dana R. Fisher
Earth Day, on April 22, sees climate activists worldwide organizing events to spotlight the urgent threats of climate change. These demonstrations often face opposition from fossil fuel supporters, who perpetuate myths about climate activism. Let’s examine three key myths.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: A text that deconstructs beliefs about climate change activists, especially those saying they are all young and radical / violent. 
Myth 1: Climate activists are just young people
While media often highlights youth-led movements like Fridays for Future or the Sunrise Movement, older adults are also prominent in climate activism. Groups like ThirdAct, founded by Bill McKibben, mobilize older Americans. Inspired by figures like Jane Fonda, many of these activists previously participated in civil rights and anti-war movements. Research on participants at events such as the 2023 March to End Fossil Fuels reveals a significant proportion are 53 years or older, with some demonstrations averaging an age of 52.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: Contrary to what’s believed, especially because they benefit more from media coverage, climate activists aren’t just young people, all generations are represented in climate organisations. 	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: A lot of older people are climate activists, and a significant part of them already have a strong experience in activism, especially for participating in the civil rights movement in the 60’s. 
Myth 2: Climate activists mostly throw soup and disrupt events
High-profile acts of civil disobedience, such as throwing soup on artworks, dominate headlines, but the climate movement is much broader. Activists work to elect climate-focused candidates, pressure corporations to reduce emissions, and transition schools and cities to electric transportation. Established organizations like 350.org, the Environmental Defense Fund, and the Citizens’ Climate Lobby boast millions of supporters who use financial and political influence to push change.
Radical groups like Extinction Rebellion and Climate Defiance, while employing more confrontational tactics, share the overarching mission to combat climate change. This spectrum of activism ensures diverse strategies are used to address the crisis.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: Often, radical actions are put forward in the media, but in fact most actions are non violent, and happen in a variety of settings and domains. 	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: A lot of action focuses on political lobbying, hoping to act long term with having politicians sensible to the cause coming to power. 
Myth 3: Confrontational climate activism doesn’t work
Confrontational tactics like disrupting events are controversial but historically effective in advancing social movements. In the 1960s, tactics such as the Freedom Riders and sit-ins faced widespread disapproval but were crucial to the Civil Rights Movement's success. Similarly, nonviolent civil disobedience keeps climate change in public discourse.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: Even though their legitimacy is often disputed, radical actions work, and they have helped other causes in the past, such as the Civil Rights movement. 
Contrary to claims that radical actions alienate supporters, they often mobilize sympathizers for more moderate efforts. For example, at the 2023 March to End Fossil Fuels, participants unanimously supported nonviolent disobedience. Activists' pressure has led to tangible outcomes, such as President Biden’s 2024 decision to pause liquefied natural gas export approvals, crediting youth and frontline communities for their advocacy.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: Radical movements may not federate a lot of people, but they inspire many to take on less violent paths, which help turn more and more volunteers to the cause. 
Despite myths fueled by fossil fuel interests to hinder progress, climate activists remain committed to their cause, driven by firsthand experiences of climate change and a sense of responsibility to act.

GLOSSARY
· Spotlight: Highlight, emphasize, draw attention to
· Urgent: Pressing, critical, immediate
· Opposition: Resistance, pushback, antagonism
· Perpetuate: Maintain, sustain, prolong
· Prominent: Leading, significant, noteworthy
· Mobilize: Organize, rally, activate
· Proportion: Percentage, ratio, segment
· Transition: Shift, convert, move
· Dominates: Overshadows, prevails, controls
· Pressure: Urge, compel, push
· Tactics: Strategies, approaches, methods
· Employing: Using, implementing, applying
· Overarching: Comprehensive, unifying, all-encompassing
· Controversial: Contentious, disputed, polarizing
· Historically: Traditionally, previously, in the past
· Crucial: Essential, pivotal, key
· Disapproval: Criticism, condemnation, objection
· Discourse: Conversation, discussion, dialogue
· Alienate: Estrange, isolate, distance
· Sympathizers: Supporters, advocates, allies
· Tangible: Concrete, real, measurable
· Advocacy: Support, promotion, backing
· Hinder: Obstruct, impede, block
· Committed: Dedicated, devoted, determined
· Firsthand: Direct, immediate, personal
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