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Maybe Don’t Spray-Paint Stonehenge
Climate protests should be pro-humanity.
By Tyler Austin Harper
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They run toward Stonehenge in white shirts marked with “Just Stop Oil.” Carrying orange canisters of dyed corn flour, they release a cloud of smoke that stains the ancient stones. A bystander chases them, trying to protect the site. A video of the incident has garnered over 30 million views, sparking predictable divisions: critics call it vandalism, while environmentalists argue the real focus should be the planet's state, not washable dye.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: The text describes an incident that happened at the world famous landmark Stonehenge in England, which was targeted by the radical environmentalist group Just Stop Oil. The action resulted in polarized reactions. 
This protest reflects a growing belief within environmental circles, blaming humanity at large for the climate crisis—a misguided perspective. Instead, the focus should target dirty-energy billionaires and their enablers.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: The author criticizes the appraoch taken by Just Stop Oil, considering that attacking humanity’s achievements is absurd and a wrong target. 
Frustrated by the ineffectiveness of traditional tactics, many activists have adopted controversial actions: blocking roads, disrupting events, and defacing luxury spaces. Since 2022, groups like Just Stop Oil have escalated to targeting historic artworks, ensuring no damage is done but sparking controversy. These acts aim to shock people out of complacency, but they risk alienating the public by seeming to attack humanity's achievements rather than addressing systemic issues.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: Just Stop Oil and counterparts’ actions aim at being shocking, but the author warns that their approach could in the end prove counterproductive. 
Effective protests need clear, universal messaging. Slogans like “Planet over profit!” when blocking Citigroup, a major fossil fuel financier, require little explanation. But acts like throwing soup at the Mona Lisa demand justification, often overshadowing the cause.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: These actions are deemed ineffective by the author, because they don’t send a simple, easy to understand message about their cause. 
A contrasting protest the following day proved more focused. Activists cut through a fence at Stansted Airport and spray-painted private jets, highlighting the disproportionate carbon emissions of the wealthy elite. This act brought attention to celebrity excess and corporate greed, drawing less ire than the Stonehenge incident.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: The author praises on the contrary other types of radical actions that target specific groups who are more responsible for carbon emissions, such as wealthy people who use private jets. 
In a future shaped by climate breakdown, distinctions between these protests may seem trivial. Critics of the Stonehenge protest might shrug at its harmlessness, but activists must strategically consider where to shine their spotlight. Public outrage should target those with the power to enact meaningful change, not shared cultural heritage.	Comment by Marie - Gaëlle AMAT: The author advises the activists to better choose their targets, in order not to alienate people to their cause.  
Amid the uproar, the bystander who tried to stop the Stonehenge protesters embodies a poignant perspective: the instinct to protect humanity's collective achievements. Their bravery underscores a key point—preserving civilization’s great works and ensuring a livable planet are intertwined.
Environmental activism must balance attention-grabbing tactics with a focus on the true culprits: jet-setting celebrities, fossil fuel conglomerates, and indifferent politicians. While protest is vital, actions should avoid unnecessary backlash and direct outrage where it belongs. If private jets were permanently painted rather than washed clean, few might mourn the loss.

GLOSSARY

· Emblazoned : inscribed, adorned, displayed
· Canisters : containers, cylinders, vessels
· Corn flour: maize powder, fine cornmeal
· Stains: marks, blemishes, discolorations
· Bystander: onlooker, observer, witness
· Garnered: gained, collected, accumulated
· Divisions: disagreements, splits, factions
· Vandalism: destruction, defacement, mischief
· Complacency: apathy, indifference, passivity
· Ineffectiveness: inefficiency, futility, ineptitude
· Escalated: intensified, increased, heightened
· Controversy: debate, dispute, disagreement
· Disproportionate: excessive, unequal, unbalanced
· Ire: anger, outrage, indignation
· Breakdown: collapse, failure, disintegration
· Backlash: reaction, resistance, pushback
· Culprits: offenders, perpetrators, wrongdoers
· Indifferent: apathetic, unconcerned, detached
· Heritage: legacy, tradition, inheritance
· Ensures: guarantees, secures, safeguards
· Intertwined: connected, linked, intertwined
· Spotlight: focus, attention, limelight
· Vital: essential, crucial, indispensable
· Backlash: opposition, resistance, counterreaction
· Meaningful: significant, important, impactful

image1.png
Atlantic




image2.jpeg




