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	Key words / ideas 
	« I » : a personnal testimony of a person who feels stuck in between different classes, who has a hard time finding their place in society. 

A traditional background of a family climbing the social ladder: a middle class family

But a personal journey less linear: middle / high-school drop out, unemployment and industrial work. 
Later: university degrees and writing // an atypical profile class-wise. 
Intellectual job but low finances. A profile that doesn’t fit in any frame. 

A perception of class based on stereotypes and trivial elements (food, clothes…)

An effort to try and overcome clichés => turning to theorists like Marx, which doesn’t necessarily helped: outdated language and ideas? 

Turning to more contemporary analysts of class conflicts such as World famous film maker Ken Loach: exploring how a system can entrap people in precarious situations, and keep them from climbing up the ladder. 

Movies that resonates with Marx’s theories about how the owners’ interests are always in conflict with those of the workers: profit versus security and acceptable standards of living. 

Trying to modernize the perception of class and class conflicts and adapting it to the 21st century: an attempt by the BBC at updating the classification through new categories. 
An experiment by the author: rather unsuccessful: an attempt at classification that find its limits with more and more atypical profiles. 

A simpler classification by the author: too simplistic? People belong either to the ruling class or to the working one. 

A comparison with a train: from much comfort for a few privileged to the rest of the people uncomfortably sharing the little space that remains, while using distractions to forget about the precarity of their condition. 

Inequalities that are rising, with less and less privileged (but richer than ever) and more and more precarious / poor people => a criticism of a world where wealth is less and less accessible to the masses. A call to react and protest against that bigger and bigger injustice. 
	Return to history of class conflict: Marx and his analysis of the power balance between the masses of workers and those who possess the means of production. 

Means of production that have changed: no more industries and factories, but immaterial means like computer code, fed by data from people themselves, who have become part of those means of production. 

Example of Elon Musk, using his position to try and deeply transform societies, and humanity itself, through transhumanism or space-exploration projects for example. 

A new issue that should raise fears: the question of the language: computer language, that only a few understand, that is at the center of power relations today => an unfair advantage to those who master that language. 

A new societal infrastructure powered by technology, algorithms and AI that shapes the minds of tomorrow (when that was done by humans before). 

What would Marx say today: an attempt at updating his theories to the reality of the technologically advanced world. 

Technological advances, in the way they are built and controlled, could lead to a new form of feudalism? A few tech tycoons reshaping our world at an intellectual level. 

The masses become ignorant consumers, unable to understand how what they use works, stuck in an illusion of freedom and choice. 

A pressing challenges today: keeping technological advances of AI potentially accessible to everybody, when the risk of it being appropriating by capitalist actors becomes higher and higher

The only possible revolution against capitalism taking away our freedom through those new means of production will be through code and the capacity to understand the language in which our new world is being written. 
	Many examples of contemporary movies that explore modern class conflicts from different perspectives. 

Common point: presenting the ultra-rich as dirty and awful human beings: example of Triangle of Sadness, who puts the passengers of a boat in disgusting situations which eventually leads to the microcosm’s annihilation and reversal of the power balance to the benefit of the lower class people. 

Violence and disgust are typical devices of this kind of cinema, showing wealth as vile instead of glamourous, as it is usually done by the higher classes themselves. 

This can go as far as horror such as The Invitation, where rich people are in fact portrayed as mystical and evil creatures (vampires), or in I Came by where the rich are in fact serial-killers. In those movies, the image of the cellar is used to symbolize a darkness hidden behind wealth and high social rank. 

Contemporary works that resonate with older theories and views of the world: example of Thomas More’s Utopia. 
	A reality that resonates with perceptions: indeed the median income of the richest families in the US has strongly increased in the last decades, as well as their share of the general wealth. 

In fact, richer families are richer than before, and poorer families are in fact poorer. 

A perception that is expressed strongly by Americans themselves, 61% thinking in fact that the economic inequalities are too big. 

Comment below the pie chart: fewer than half consider it a top priority: there is a definite perception, but in the end the will to act on it is not that strong among the American people // doc 1 with the people crammed in the back of the train and distracting themselves out of revolting against inequalities and injustices. 
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