Topic 2: One language to rule them all?
Problem-based learning

Main arguments recap
( Globish and the need for a lingua franca

- Human beings have dreamt about the end of Babel for a long time => several attempts have been made in the 20th century to create a lingua franca which would be easy to learn.
- People need to understand one another's cultures and habits. English, as lingua franca, improves communication and international relations.
- English is commonly used on the Internet. Soon, it will be the most common language.
- The corporate world is globalized: English is necessary to carry out business.
=> Globish is the simpler, non-idiomatic form of English used around the world. It enables non-native speakers to bridge the communication gap. It is simpler than English, but not too simplified.
"unidiomatic" means that you don't need to know about the culture of the country to understand the language (an idiomatic phrase is an expression that cannot be translated literally => e.g. it's raining cats and dogs/il pleut des cordes)

- English proficiency is measured regularly around the world. It is a telling indicator and it is often commented upon (doc 3)
- In India, speaking good English can help climb the social ladder
- In countries where dozens of vernaculars are spoken, English is the only lingua franca, but speakers have adapted English to their culture (evolving grammar, evolving lexicon)
-But this raises a controversy: the people speaking Globish or Hinglish (often with heavy accents) are often not understood by English native speakers.
=> some argue that those variations, even if based on English, are not English.
- Today (especially on the Internet), there are less norms about what "proper English" should be. Variations are accepted, no one is there to judge what is correct and incorrect.
- However, oversimplification impoverishes the language (no imagery, no idiomatic phrases) and even lead to misunderstanding. This simplification means that precision is almost impossible.

- In many countries, people's command (= proficiency) of English is very poor.
Those new "Englishes" may well not be evolutions of the language but expressions of non-native speakers' inability to speak English well
- Moreover, having a diversity of languages around the world preserves open-mindedness, cultural understanding but being bilingual is also a skill that employers look for when hiring. In some countries, immersion schools have been created to favour language learning diversity.
- Research has shown that being bilingual makes you smarter (= improves your cognitive abilities) and protects your brain against dementia!
! (Re)voir Grammaire : Dénombrables et indénombrables + Grandes et petites quantités (Wooflash)

Many countries, many languages 
Many people
Much money
Much progress

! (Re)voir Grammaire : Some, Any, No (Wooflash)

Do you speak any foreign languages? (question => ANY)

I don't speak any foreign languages. (NOT + ANY)

I speak no foreign languages. (NO = aucun.e)

I speak some foreign languages (affirmation => SOME)

