Topic 4: Education
Problem-based learning

Main arguments recap

( Alpha School
- The school is located in Texas. 
( no textbooks => computers and tablets instead.

( no teachers, but "guides"
( students only study 2 hours a day, then are free to carry out (= réaliser) projects in arts, music, computing, crafts, building or whatever they are interested in
( lessons are customized (= personalized)
=> 21st century skills = responsibility, autonomy, creativity, social intelligence (see "Should we be afraid of robots?", Topic 1: those are the skills that workers could need in the future if they don't want to be replaced by machines).

+ quantity vs quality of learning
( Handsworth Grammar School

-This school is located in the UK, in the north of England. It is a secondary school (ages 12 to 18).

- There is a limited number of grammar schools in the UK. Their characteristics:

( they are highly selective (pupils have to pass the 11+ exam after primary school or have excellent results in their GCSE (= brevet des collèges britannique) to get into a grammar school

( they are state-financed, i.e. free. They were created to promote meritocracy, regardless of the pupils' socio-economic background.

Note: Some people say grammar schools are still a factor of social reproduction: to pass the 11+ exam, you not only have to have excellent academic results, but it's better if you have extracurricular activities such as music, drama etc. To do those, you have to come from a family who can afford it...
( The "dumbest generation"?
Anti-intellectualism has been a growing trend in the USA. It has several causes:
- the myth of the self-made man, linked to the American Dream, that puts the emphasis on (= met l'accent sur) the fact that people don't need education to succeed financially and to be upwardly mobile (= focus on personality, on determination etc.)

- a particular vision of masculinity => the belief that to be a "real man", you don't need to have an education (reading, being cultured, being well-behaved (= bien élevé), arguing rather than figthing etc. is seen as being effeminate => it is linked to clichés/prejudices about homosexuality). See the "bro culture" on social media today.
- the importance given by some people to religion and the Bible => for instance, creationists take the Bible literally

- the focus of today's culture on entertainment rather than education, the "clash culture" (( debating with constructed arguments), the "buzz culture"(= being loud means more visibility)
- the idea that thanks to today's tools (mainly, the Internet), anyone can become and expert on anything quickly. And be even better than actual experts who did long university studies and have experience.
! (Re)voir Grammaire : Comparatif vs. Superlatif (Wooflash)

She is more intelligent than...

She's not the smartest/the dumbest person.

She's not the most intelligent person.

! Temps du passé : prétérit (on raconte une histoire terminée, datée) vs. present perfect (HAVE + PP = bilan, conséquence dans le présent d'un événement qui a commencé/eut lieu dans le passé) (Wooflash)

! Présent simple : attention au "s" avec he/she/it (seulement)

=> vérité générale, "vrai tout le temps"

! présent de BE + V-ing ("en ce moment", "vrai de manière ponctuelle, commentaire)

(Wooflash)

( The Future of Pisa

- PISA is a programme which ranks of the different school systems in the world. It was created in 2000. It is published every three years. Actually, it assesses the level of 15 year old students around developed countries. Therefore it assesses the quality of a country's education system.

- It used to focus on maths, science and literacy (= reading and writing), in OECD countries (= developed countries). Now, it wants to assess the students' social skills, their capacities to work in teams, their digital skills and creativity (21st century skills, see again the video Should we be afraid of robots, Topic 1). Developing/emerging countries are also included in the survey now.

- PISA's founder says countries should not focus on the ranking aspect but should see PISA as a way to improve their school system, to adapt it to 21st century needs.

Notes:

-The countries in the top 10 of the last PISA ranking (in 2018) are mostly Asian and northern European countries. Countries like Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan, Finland etc.

Northern European and Asian school systems are radically different:

The Scandinavian school system:

( focused on student well-being, humane, no pressure

( short school days

( extra curricular activities (sports, arts, music etc.)

( free of charge (= state-financed), equalitarian, no competition between schools

The Japanese school system (or the South Korean one):

( focused on academic results = on marks (GB)/grades (US)

=> lots of pressure (can lead to suicide)

( long school days

( private tutoring after school

( expensive (= private schools, competition between the schools for the best reputation)

- In 2018, France ranked 25/70, behind the UK (23rd) and Portugal (24th). The USA were 31st.

To explain France's ranking: 

( some people say PISA's assessment system is faulty:

-  French students are not used to this kind of multiple choice questionnaires
- the questions are sometimes strange because they have been translated from another language

- other countries have changed their entire school curriculum (= cursus) and syllabus (= programme) to focus on the kind of exercises assessed by PISA => they make their students cram for the test.

( others say the French system should be questioned (= être remis en question):

- French teachers, parents and students often think that their school system is the best in the world, that students learn a lot of different subjects, have long school days and therefore know more than students from other countries

- French people sometimes forget that, even if students learn more, they also remember very little (= très peu) after 15 years at school!

- the French system is quite (plutôt, relativement) old-fashioned. Despite (= malgré) what people think, French students, compared to others, often lack maturity and free-thinking (they seem to be encouraged to think by themselves, but in fact it is often a way of thinking "like" (like what the teacher said, like what the author of a text said etc.)

- the French system focuses on marks, students often work for them and not to learn things

=> to please the teacher, to please their parents... and therefore, some understand very little of what they have learnt

- the French system focuses on subjects like maths and science, which are considered as more difficult and more prestigious. Most good students are encouraged to take maths or physics, even if they don't like it.

=> very hierarchical system, also very individualistic => little focus on social intelligence, team work, or even manual work etc....

( How the Ivy League broke the meritocratic system in the USA

- This text raises one main issue: what should a country's elite (= political leaders, especially) look like? How should its members be selected?

- The Ivy League is a group of highly prestigious and historical US universities. These are 8 private universities located in the north-east of the USA (for example, Columbia, Harvard, Princeton, Yale).

- Up to the 1950s, the US elite was composed of the children of WASP families => they didn't have to be high achievers, they just needed to show that they had the proper background and education.

=> the US economy was dominated by a few ultra-rich families (= social reproduction)

- In the 1960s, Ivy League college administrators decided to focus instead on academic skills, instead of birth, to select students.
=> this has given a central role to cultural capital and educational extra-curricular activities.

+ to having a prestigious college degree to get a top-end job.

=> positive impact: the American leading class has grown more diverse and smarter.
=> but many graduates chose the most lucrative careers rather than giving back to their country in choosing civic life and contributing to society. 

+ the system is now made to sort students (through standardised tests) rather than to educate them.

- the US meritocratic system doesn't work anymore. The US society is highly unequal.

- New horizons:


- success in school is not the same thing as success in life (more focused on emotional and social intelligence and the capacity to have healthy relationships than academic results) => focus on non-cognitive skills (curiosity, social intelligence, agility)

=> to humanize meritocracy

! (Re)voir Grammaire : Les Modaux (Wooflash)
Synthèse de documents :

What are the challenges faced by school systems in the 21st century?
I. Academic standards

- the level is going down

- the need for basics

II. Necessary changes

- new skills

- for a new way of learning 
