Written task

1. What are the signs of anti-intellectualism in the USA? What are the causes of this trend? Is it the case in France? (doc 3 + 5 + your arguments and opinion)

Colleges are seen by conservatives as responsible for the spread of leftist and progressist ideas ("socialist", "liberal")

D. Trump's view on college education/having culture => "I was a top student at college (he did a Bachelor's degree in economics at the University of Pennsylvania (Wharton)) but a college education is useless"

We are living in a post-truth era

D. Trump's treatment of European leaders (E. Macron etc.) => he considers them as weak, lacking masculinity, worthless.


2. What are the skills that should be valued in the 21st century? Do you agree? How could it be implemented at school? (doc 1, 2, 4, 5 + your arguments and opinion)

Why weren't social skills emphasized in the past?


3. Why isn't meritocracy working anymore in the USA? Is it working in France? (doc 5 + your arguments and opinion)

=> meritocracy => "when there's a will, there's a way"
+ ! in meritocracy, "-cracy" means power (political power, jobs needed to "build" the nation, to analyse the society etc.) => the State invests in its future. But what if all the best students end up working in finance instead of medicine, research, engineering?

End of Affirmative Action in the USA (= to reserve college spots to minority students, especially African Americans (origin: the end of Segregation in the 1960s)
=> from promoting meritocracy to creating new forms of inequalities?

Are French Grandes Ecoles meritocratic?

Concepts (see Pierre Bourdieu's work): social reproduction, distinction, social determinism, cultural vs economic capital

Voc: standardized tests, to be "a jerk" (! offensive), high-income/wealthy families vs under privileged/low-income families


Group work => choose one question and write your answer (150 words minimum)
