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( What used to be his job?


Snowden used to be a contractor for the CIA and the NSA. He was a programmer and was in charge of creating software to spy on potential terrorists or anyone threatening the US security.
( Where was he at the time of the interview?


Snowden was hiding in a hotel room in Hong Kong. He had fled the USA after stealing classified information. The US intelligence services were chasing him.
He called journalists from The Guardian (UK) and The Washington Post (USA) to give them the information he had stolen (=> to leak information). The journalists filmed and released the interview.
( What did he reveal exactly?


He revealed that the US intelligence services were spying on the whole world thanks to a programme called PRISM which gathered data directly from the servers of Internet service providers
. 
( Why did he reveal this information?


To him, the US government's methods are undemocratic. He says the citizens should have been informed and should have had their say in the matter (through, for instance, a Congressional vote).
( What is his former employer's reaction?


The head of the US intelligence considers Snowden as a traitor (=> he betrayed his country) because he has leaked classified information. He says that because of Snowden's revelations, classified information had to be disclosed to the public, which jeopardizes US security.
Food for thought

( Is Snowden a hero or a traitor?

( Is mass surveillance a problem? Is it the fair price to pay to feel safe?

( Is mass surveillance effective to prevent from terrorist attacks? Isn't looking through all this data like looking for a needle in a haystack?
( Is this mass surveillance comparable to the personal information gathered by the Vichy government in occupied France? To the Stasi's spying on potential dissidents?

( In prisons, all the inmates' mail and phone calls are recorded and monitored. Does it mean we are like prisoners in our own country?

( In 1984, the totalitarian government put CCTV cameras in people's homes, in streets etc. With social media, web cams etc., have we invited Big Brother in our lives ourselves?

� Companies which give you access to online services such as search engines, email, video conference, instant messages etc. (that is to say companies such as Google, Yahoo, Microsoft, Skype etc.)






