
News review

January 27th – February 2nd, 2025





The DeepSeek panic

●launch of DeepSeek R1, an AI language model

built by a Chinese AI lab

●// ChatGPT but built on a shoestring budget

●It immediately became one of the most

downloaded apps.

●→ hysteria/panic in the Silicon Valley and Wall

Street ($1tn sell-off of tech stocks).





New non-opioid painkiller

●The FDA (Food and Drug Administration)

approved JOURNVAX, a new non-opioid painkiller

●It blocks pain signals to the brain, but does not

get into the brain, and thus is nonaddictive.

●Death toll of the US opioid epidemic: more than

645 000.





The Washington D.C. plane crash

●Wednesday, January 29th, 2025

●Mid-air collision between a passenger plane and 

a military helicopter near Washington D.C.

●67 casualties, including many figure skaters

●What happened?



The Washington D.C. plane crash

●Wednesday, January 29th, 2025

●Mid-air collision between a passenger plane and 

a military helicopter near Washington D.C.

●67 casualties, including many figure skaters

●What happened?

– Trading blame: Trump blamed DEI programs ;
his opponents blame Trump's decision to fire
the head of the Transportation Security
Administration and to gut the Aviation Security
Advisory Committee.

– Investigation under way



Monday, January 27, 2025



Wednesday, January 29, 2025: The 

Trump Administration rescinded the 

spending freeze memo











Government efficiency

●In an email, the Trump administration has offered

2 million federal workers the option to resign and

receive pay for eight months, in a major effort to

shrink/downsize the US government.

●Confusion.

●Purge?



The purge 

continues







Rachel Reeves's plan for growth
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