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The purge goes on...



  

… but judges put brakes on
Trump and Musk's plans

● The Trump administration reportedly told US
Agency for International Development (USAID)
workers to expect their numbers to drop from
10,000 to fewer than 300.

● A federal judge temporarily blocked the attempt
last Monday.

● On Tuesday, Marco Rubio, America’s
secretary of state, announced that he had
become acting director of  USAID  and that the
development agency  would in effect be
absorbed by the State Department. 

https://click.e.economist.com/?qs=5c03030b964cb066db29356a1b97dbe8fb39301b5a59611f200379d34a615bf48251b8c1fd98b75e021a1d6622fa54612a014d06840e9b4b40539dee1f60b729


  

● On Friday 7, a judge in  America  temporarily
halted the Trump administration’s “buyout” 
programme, which the president hopes will lead
to 200,000 federal-worker resignations. The
stay is intended to give labour unions time to
mount a legal challenge.

●  Another judge blocked  Elon Musk from
accessing the Treasury’s payment system.
The system doles out Medicare and social-
security payments, among other things.



  

Tariffs...



  

China's reaction

● China  slapped retaliatory tariffs of 10-15%
on certain  American  imports, including
liquefied natural gas, coal and crude oil, shortly
after Donald Trump’s  10% tariffs  on all
Chinese products came into effect. 

● China also said it would restrict exports of
certain minerals used in high-tech products and
launch an antitrust investigation into Google.

https://click.e.economist.com/?qs=5c03030b964cb066872b0bf80d68d6d7601d2c349bacc204fc94926b4f182817ab81b853e3a2735a8164a8670b028e071e0038379e1bf47890f98a63bde3ed14


  

● On Thursday 6, China  said that Mr Trump’s
decision to impose additional 10% tariffs on its
imports were “discriminatory and protectionist in
nature” and began dispute proceedings at
the  World Trade Organisation  (a largely  
symbolic  move).

●  Earlier the  US  Postal Service briefly stopped
accepting parcels from China and Hong
Kong after Mr Trump scrapped a rule allowing
duty-free imports under $800, known as  
de minimis  exemptions.

https://click.e.economist.com/?qs=b084ca1149cb9274fd77541af5b2dfbbe2ee941bca851c8f7b5205f468e7e32809c7d4d7122ca25e91c22250cced7cfa437d55cf383199ac570da7725152c06b
https://click.e.economist.com/?qs=b084ca1149cb92741ffc0f24ee6ccf283f153c66a9b2f97168a26b02707be25f3e3e7f9369640c1e543cdc9de18aa00169473c946c1efd9dada40738824be069


  

Canada and Mexico's reactions

● On  Tuesday 4, Mr Trump  agreed to delay  
tariffs  of 25% on imports from Canada and
Mexico by a month. The levies were due to take
effect on Tuesday. 

● Justin Trudeau, Canada’s prime minister, and
Claudia Sheinbaum, Mexico’s president,
pledged to bulk up border security to crack
down on the smuggling of  fentanyl  into
America.

https://click.e.economist.com/?qs=5c03030b964cb0666a74efb46bca965f969dd23f44a272822c2d9ad1effff0a52688832ee4e7fe96a3f5a76c9b28da1a33e6c32de6b6f2fa9363375d7e37ce79
https://click.e.economist.com/?qs=5c03030b964cb0665661ec1140c7e2ccea9ce106581e6a8b549e601ccc6b5ad9e001dc17638c680bede7e6bce5520ddb89cc5815749501ae2b3dd6f6d9375a2f


  

Netanyahu's visit



  

• Donald Trump  proposed that America “take
over” the war-ravaged  Gaza Strip after its
2m Palestinians are “permanently” resettled in
neighbouring countries.

• He suggested the enclave, which he earlier
called a “demolition site”, could be developed
into “the riviera of the Middle East”.



  

Reactions
• On Thursday 6, the  United Nations’  secretary-

general warned  Donald Trump  “to avoid any
form of ethnic cleansing”. 

● Some Republican leaders in Congress openly
rejected President Donald Trump’s plan for the
U.S. to take over Gaza, while his right-wing
backers expressed their support for the idea
and Democrats blasted the proposal.



  

● Israelis, however, were only too keen. The prime
minister, Binyamin Netanyahu, said it “should be
really pursued, examined, pursued and done”.
His defence minister directed the army to
prepare plans to allow Gazans “to exit and
emigrate”, but not to Arab countries as Trump
suggested but Spain and Ireland.



  



  

Guantánamo

● America  began sending detained migrants
to  Guantánamo Bay, the White House
confirmed.

● One military plane, carrying about a dozen
people, left from Texas, according to the  Wall
Street Journal. 

● Last week Mr Trump had ordered the
expansion of a migrant detention camp at
America’s naval base in Cuba, with the goal of
housing 30,000 of the “worst criminal illegal
aliens”.



  

More executive orders

● an executive order that seeks to bar
transgender women  from competing in
women’s sports, in line with a promise that
was prominent in his presidential campaign. 

● The directive denies funding to schools that
do not comply and will be enforced by the
Department of Education. It draws authority
from Title  IX, a sex-discrimination law that the
Biden administration tried unsuccessfully to
revise to include trans students.



  

• On Friday, Donald Trump  signed an executive
order sanctioning the  International Criminal
Court. 

• He accused the body—which issued an  
arrest warrant  for Israel’s prime minister,
Binyamin Netanyahu, in November—of
“illegitimate and baseless actions” targeting
America’s “close ally”.

https://click.e.economist.com/?qs=222f331026af6b480b198c9a3143a6ec9f989882f94072708d0b9fd62c10d6b6f7a060b5b703a02470d411c26dddddd9f8f9de4004db1ea73a87603d10c0ca3e


  



  

Keir Starmer in Brussels

● Addressing European Union leaders in
Brussels,  Sir Keir Starmer  said that Britain
need not “choose” between closer trade ties
with America or the  EU.

● The prime minister called for a “reset” in
relations with the bloc after Brexit, including
greater military co-operation.



  



  

David Lammy's visit to Ukraine

● Mr Lammy said Britain's support for Ukraine
"remains unbreakable".

● He announced £55m in support for areas such
as energy, grain and social services.



  



  



  

Warmest January on record



  



  

Grammys



  



  



  

Super Bowl
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