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Monday, April 7: Netanyahu visited
the White House
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The tariff saga: Wednesday
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Jamelle Bouie's editorial

● There are any number of theories that seek to explain Trump’s
preoccupation with tariffs and trade wars. Perhaps he wants to
revitalize American manufacturing and bring factory jobs back to
postindustrial communities racked by poverty and despair. Perhaps
he wants the revenue he generates from large tariffs to reduce
deficits and help address the nation’s long-term debt.

● But each line of thinking shares an obvious problem: How does one
accomplish any of these goals with blanket tariffs that threaten to
radically reduce trade with the United States? How do you revitalize
American manufacturing if manufacturers can’t reasonably import the
materials they need to build factories and produce goods? And how
are you supposed to revitalize working-class communities if your
trade policies will probably destroy as many blue-collar jobs as they
might, theoretically, create? 



  

Jamelle Bouie's editorial

● ''The fundamental truth of Donald Trump is that he apparently cannot
conceive of any relationship between individuals, peoples or states as
anything other than a status game, a competition for dominance. His
long history of scams and hostile litigation — not to mention his
frequent refusal to pay contractors, lawyers, brokers and other people
who were working for him — is evidence enough of the reality that a
deal with Trump is less an agreement between equals than an
opportunity for Trump to abuse and exploit the other party for his own
benefit. For Trump, there is no such thing as a mutually beneficial
relationship or a positive-sum outcome. In every interaction, no matter
how trivial or insignificant, someone has to win, and someone has to
lose. And Trump, as we all know, is a winner.''



  



  



  

Māori rights in New Zealand

The Treaty of Waitangi (1840)  = New Zealand’s
founding document → it covers issues including land and
cultural rights and Māori relations with ruling authorities.

The treaty principles bill (2025)  – put forward by the
minor libertarian Act Party – reinterprets the Treaty of
Waitangi to redefine the relationship between the crown
and Māori. Act criticizes that Māori have been afforded
different political and legal rights and privileges compared
with non-Māori.

Criticism: the new principles would weaken Māori rights,
remove checks on the Crown and drive anti-Māori
rhetoric. 



  

Māori rights threatened in New
Zealand

● New Zealand government = since November
2023, a coalition led by the rightwing National
party in partnership with minor parties Act and
NZ First.

● Since November 2023:  sweeping rollbacks to
policies designed to improve Māori health and
wellbeing, scaling back the use of Māori
language in public services and defunding
Māori initiatives



  

In the UK, from October
2025, foods that are high
in fat or sugar will not be
able to be advertised on
television before 9pm, or
in paid online advertising.

More than one-in-five
children in England are
overweight or obese by

the time they start
primary school,

government statistics
suggest. This rises to

more than one in three
by the time they leave.
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