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Aux Etats-Unis, la liberté académique est une des cibles de la polarisation politique. 
	« Assiégée », estime l’association de défense de la liberté d’expression Pen America. Dans un rapport publié fin 2023, l’organisation a recensé plus de 300 projets de loi déposés depuis janvier 2021 dans 44 Etats, visant à limiter les discussions, dans les lycées et sur les campus, sur des sujets tels que racisme, genre et identité LGBTQ. « Une menace directe à la culture de curiosité qui fait des établissements d’enseignement supérieur un pilier de notre démocratie », déplore Pen America, qui qualifie ces mesures de « bâillons » académiques.
	Les sujets visés sont ceux qui alimentent la « guerre culturelle » que se livrent démocrates et républicains depuis des décennies sur les questions de société. Après avoir perdu leur offensive contre le mariage gay – légalisé par la Cour suprême en 2015 – et gagné celle contre l’affirmative action (la discrimination positive dans les universités) – grâce à la décision de la Haute Cour en juin 2023 –, les conservateurs ont trouvé de nouvelles cibles : les droits des personnes transgenres, la reconnaissance des minorités et la Critical Race Theory (« théorie critique de la race »), une approche universitaire qui date des années 1970 et décrit le caractère systémique des discriminations aux Etats-Unis.
						Corine Lesnes, 1/4/24 Le Monde

In the United States, academic freedom is one of the targets of political polarization. It is “Under siege,” claims, Pen America, the organisation that defends freedom of expression. In a report published at the end of 2023, the organization listed more than 300 bills that have been introduced since January 2021 in 44 states, aimed at limiting discussions in high schools and on campuses on topics such as racism, gender and LGBTQ identity. “It is a direct threat to the culture of curiosity that makes higher education institutions a pillar of our democracy,” deplores Pen America, which describes these measures as academic “gag orders.” 
The topics targeted are those that fuel the “culture war” that Democrats and Republicans have been waging for decades on social issues. After losing their offensive against same-sex marriage – legalized by the Supreme Court in 2015 – and winning the one against affirmative action in universities – thanks to the Supreme Court’s decision in June 2023 – conservatives have found new targets: the rights of transgender people, the recognition of minorities and Critical Race Theory, an academic approach that dates back to the 1970s and describes the systemic nature of discrimination in the United States.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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14 Opening sentences
Present simple, continuous, perfect? Preterite? Active or passive?
1. Last year, the UK ........................... (pass) a law — the Online Safety Act— to regulate internet content. Now, the US ........................... (consider) doing the same. 
2. Two major wars — Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Gaza — ........................... (affect) all of our lives. 
3. Housing shortages ........................... (become) a huge problem in most big cities. 
4. Working from home ........................... (become) less and less widely accepted by companies.
5. AI ........................... (could/ transform) healthcare for the better.  
6. The meaning of the term "freedom" ........................... (debate) by both Democrats and Republicans.
7. Critical thinking ........................... (be) an essential tool in the fight against misinformation.
8. The cost of living ........................... (be) still a major issue in both the US and the UK. 
9. Life expectancy  ........................... (fall) dramatically in the US over the past few years.
10. In the US, there ........................... (be) now more guns than citizens. 
11. Over the past year, extreme weather events .......................... (continue) to be more frequent and more shocking. 
12. When the Labour Party ........................... (win) the General election in July of this year, it ........................... (promise) to make government fairer for all. 
13. Ever since the Supreme Court .......................... (overturn) Roe Vs Wade in June 2022, abortion .......................... (be) illegal in many US states. 
14. Large language-based AI like ChatGPT .......................... (completely / change) our relationship to writing. 


- Mon ami, l'inspecteur Béchoux, désirerait savoir à quelle heure exactement vous avez vu votre frère pour la dernière fois.
- A dix heures du soir. Nous avions dîné gaiement, comme d'habitude. J'adorais Jean, qui était de quelques années plus jeune que moi et que j'avais presque élevé. Nous étions toujours heureux ensemble.
- Il sortit dans la nuit ?
- Il ne sortit qu'un peu avant l'aube, vers trois heures et demie du matin. Notre vieille bonne l'entendit.
- Vous saviez où il allait ?
- Il m'avait dit la veille qu'il allait pêcher à la ligne, du haut de la terrasse. C'était un de ses plaisirs favoris.
- Donc, sur l'espace de temps qui va de trois heures et demie au moment où l'on a découvert son corps, vous ne pouvez rien dire ? 
- Si. A six heures et quart, il y a eu un coup de feu. 
					Maurice Leblanc, L'agence Barnett et Cie

"My friend Inspector Bechoux would like to know at what time exactly you last saw your brother."
"At ten pm. We had had a cheerful dinner, as usual. I adored Jean, who was a few years my junior and whom I had virtually brought up. We were always happy together."
"Did he go out during that night?"
"He did, just before daybreak, at about half past three. Our old maid heard him leave."
"Did you know where he was going?"
"He'd told me the day before he'd go angling from the terrace. It was one of his favourite hobbies."
"So you can't tell us anything about the space of time between half past three and the moment his body was found."
"I can. At a quarter past six, there was a gunshot."

30/9
Find the equivalents for the following words in the document:
Headlines: a) violent hooligans 			§1. b) damaging	
c) killed						d) encouraged	
§2. e) advising strongly				§3. f) with no meaning	
g) violent crowd					§4. h) to restrict heavily	
§5. i) a period						§6. j) develop successfully
k) disobey						l) racist
§7. m) the extremes					n)  injustice
§8. o) computers / online				§10 p) filling with lots of people
§11. q) old and decrepit				§12 r) day-to-day

	« Soutenez la liberté d’expression au Royaume-Uni », a exhorté, le 9 août, Elon Musk, qui voit dans les condamnations britanniques pour haine raciale une atteinte à la libre parole. En face, le gouvernement de Keir Starmer accuse le réseau social d’alimenter la désinformation et de propager un discours de haine, en pleines émeutes d’extrême droite après le meurtre de trois petites filles, attribué faussement à un musulman venu par bateau au Royaume-Uni alors qu’il a été commis par un adolescent né au Royaume-Uni, fils d’immigrants rwandais. Elon Musk avait notamment rétabli sur X, fin 2023, le compte de l’influenceur d’extrême droite Tommy Robinson, qui, ces dernières semaines, a amplifié la fausse rumeur. Surtout, le 4 août, dans un commentaire accompagnant une vidéo publiée par ce dernier, Elon Musk avait tweeté : « Une guerre civile est inévitable ».
	Arnaud Leparmentier, « Elon Musk, acteur politique de la droite extrême, puissance X », Le Monde, 14/08/2024

	“Support freedom of expression in the UK,” urged Elon Musk on August 9, convinced that British convictions for racial hatred were an attack on free speech. Faced with this, Keir Starmer’s government (has) accused the social network of fuelling disinformation and spreading hate speech, in the midst/ middle/ of during far-right riots. These started after the murder of three little girls, which was falsely attributed to (an illegal) Muslim immigrant (who came to Britain illegally on a small boat): the crime was actually committed by a teenager born in the United Kingdom, whose parents are Rwandan.  At the end of 2023, Elon Musk notably unblocked the X account of far-right influencer Tommy Robinson, who, in recent weeks, has spread these false rumours. Even more significantly, in a comment accompanying a video published by Robinson, Elon Musk had tweeted: “A civil war is inevitable.”


23/9
Translating the present simple
1. Eh bien ? Qu'est-ce que tu attends ?
2. C'est en 1939 que la guerre éclate : le monde commence à vivre un cauchemar.
3. « Et après cela, tu reviens en Angleterre ou tu rentres chez toi ? » « Ca dépend de ma mère. »
4. Les Américains vous semblent-ils inquiets pour leur avenir ?
5. « Vous faites ce métier depuis longtemps ? » « Une dizaine d'années. »
6. Ce n'est pas du tout ce qu'elle cherche. 
7. A peine une épreuve s'achève-t-elle qu'une autre commence !
8.  De nombreuses personnes commencent à se demander comment relancer la croissance.
9. Devine qui vient dîner.
10. Ils viennent nous voir un dimanche sur deux. 

1. Well? What are you waiting for?
2. It was in 1939 that War broke out; the world started living a nightmare.
3. And after that, are you coming back to England or going back home? That depends on my mother.
4. Do you think the Americans are worried about their future?
5. Have you been in your job long? Ten years or so.
6. It's not at all what she's looking for.
7. Hardly has one exam finished when another one starts. No sooner/than
8. Many people are starting to wonder how to boost growth.
9. Guess who's coming to dinner?
10. They visit us every other Sunday / every second.

16/9
Apprendre à vivre
	Il venait d'avoir seize ans et sa seconde paire de patins à roulettes — un modèle très supérieur à la première — offerte par ses parents afin de récompenser une année scolaire particulièrement brillante.
	Il se prénommait Patrick. Les fils à papa du lycée disaient qu'il s'agissait là d'un « prénom de prolo » mais Agathe, avec laquelle il aurait flirté depuis longtemps s'il n'avait été si timide, Agathe trouvait ce prénom « sympa » et même « plutôt cool».
	Patrick ne savait pas très bien ce qu'il voulait. La période lui semblait brouillée: plus vraiment l'enfance et ces grandes peurs vite exorcisées par un câlin maternel ou la voix bourrue et tendre de son père.
	Pas encore l'âge adulte, cette horreur qu'il pressentait : le chômage, les inutiles diplômes, un patronat agressif, cupide et cynique, bref, le cauchemar. Mais peut-être aussi une vie merveilleuse...
	Il se trouvait dans un no man's land de la vie, en quelque sorte.
					Frédéric Fajardie, "Apprendre à vivre"11/9

Learning How to Live
	He had just turned sixteen and had been given his second pair of roller-skates — of a design that was much superior to his first pair — by his parents in recognition of a particularly glowing school year.
	His first name was Patrick. The daddy's boys at the lycée said that it was a "pleb's name" whereas Agathe, with whom he would have flirted long since if he had not been so shy, said that the name was "nice" and even "rather cool."
	Patrick did not really know what he wanted. This period of his life seemed confused: not really childhood any more and those great fears were no longer quickly exorcized by a maternal cuddle or the gruff yet tender voice of his father.
	It was not yet adulthood, that time of horror that he sensed lay ahead: unemployment, useless certificates, aggressive, money-grabbing and cynical employers, in short, a nightmare. But perhaps also a marvellous time of life....
	He found himself to some extent in the no-man's land of life.
						Frédéric Fajardie, "Apprendre à vivre"

Find the words or expressions in the text for the following :
Headlines a) separating slowly	b) a split / a divide
§1. c) astonishing	d) a terrible event is approaching
e) imbalance	§2. f) people born from 1997 to 2012
§3. g) a long established element	§4. h) for civil rights and equality
§5. i) virility-based social media	j) useless and worthless
k) gave form to	l) prominent
m) people born from 1965-1980	n) people born from 1946-1964
o) people born from 1981-1996	§6. p) not part of the elite (expression)
§7. q) its weaknesses	

Which of these words are countable (C) or uncountable (U) ? Write C or U.
aftermath	 	divide		evidence		gap		mismatch	
polarisation		politics		poll 			polling		relations	
rift			theory		think tank		voter		voting


Put these in the right order :
a) a / tall / woman / young 
b) a / large / table / wooden 
c) an / cotton / old / shirt / white 
d) last / ten / the / years 
e) first / questions / the / three 
f) a / dress / green / old / wonderful / woolen 
g) British /serious / riots /the /very 
h) a / idea / outdated / terribly 

Document 1: Stephen Kelly, The Week 1/8/24
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Document 2: 
America’s New Political War Pits Young Men Against Young Women
Aaron Zitner and Andrew Restuccia, The Wall Street Journal 28/07/24

Collin Mertz, a 23-year-old farmer in North Dakota, believes American men like himself have been targeted by liberals in the push for diversity. “It would seem the white male is the enemy of the left,” said Mertz, who voted for former President Donald Trump in 2020 and plans to do so again in November.

Lauren Starrett, a 28-year-old engineer in Cincinnati, feels a personal threat from conservatives seeking to scale back access to abortion and other rights. “It’s kind of terrifying, really,” said Starrett, who backs Vice President Kamala Harris. 

The forces of American culture and politics are pushing men and women under age 30 into opposing camps, creating a new fault line in the electorate and adding an unexpected wild card into the 2024 presidential election. 

Voters under 30 have been a pillar of the Democratic coalition since Ronald Reagan left office in 1989. That pillar is showing cracks, with young men defecting from the party. Young men now favor Republican control of Congress and Trump for president after backing President Biden and Democratic lawmakers in 2020. Women under 30 remain strongly behind Democrats for Congress and the White House. They are also far more likely to call themselves liberal than two decades ago.

Before Biden ended his candidacy this month, Trump was winning support from a majority of men under age 30, according to a merger of Wall Street Journal polls in February and July. If that holds until Election Day, Republicans would win young men for the first time in more than two decades, voter exit polls show.

Young men backed Trump over Biden by 14 points in the merged Journal polls this year, a substantial swing from 2020. In that election, they supported Biden by 15 points, according to AP VoteCast, a voter survey. Young women in the Journal surveys backed Biden by 30 points and Democratic control of Congress by 34 points, essentially unchanged from 2020.

The gender gap extends to opposing views of abortion, student-loan forgiveness and other issues affecting the lives of young adults.

The question now is whether Harris, the expected Democratic nominee, will recapture the support of young men or push more of them away. Harris’s candidacy removes Biden’s age, 81, as a voter concern and instead spotlights social, economic and policy issues driving young men and women apart.

Trump, 78, now facing a 59-year-old female opponent, has long tailored much of his campaign to appeal to younger men with shows of virility. Days after an attempted assassination, the former president headlined the Republican National Convention, which featured an onstage appearance by celebrity wrestler Hulk Hogan.  “I’ve been in the ring with some of the biggest, some of the baddest dudes on the planet,” Hogan told the cheering crowd. “Trump is the toughest of them all.”[…]

Following Trump’s decision to tap Sen. JD Vance (R., Ohio) as his running mate, a 2021 video of Vance resurfaced online in which he appeared to dismiss Harris and other Democrats who don’t have biological children as “a bunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable at their own lives and the choices that they’ve made.” 

The video went viral, showing a wide gap between the candidates about the status of women and further galvanizing support for Harris, according to her supporters.

Harris, the expected Democratic nominee, is pressing her party’s argument that the wave of new state abortion restrictions strips fundamental rights from women. The protection of reproductive rights is a far more salient issue for women than for men, Journal polls found.

The gender divisions reflect the increasingly different experiences of American women and men in their 20s, as well as the influence of campaign messages from candidates and parties. […]

Document 3.
The Myth of the Gen Z Gender Divide
Are Gen Z Men and Women Really Drifting Apart?
The much-theorized political rift has yet to show up in actual voting behavior.
Rose Horowitch, The Atlantic, 12/3/24

1. Judging by recent headlines, young men and women are more politically divided now than ever before. “A new global gender divide is emerging,” the Financial Times data journalist John Burn-Murdoch wrote in a widely cited January article. Burn-Murdoch’s analysis featured several eye-popping graphs that appeared to show a huge ideological rift opening up between young men and young women over the past decade. The implications—for politics, of course, but also for male-female relations and, by extension, the future of the species—were alarming. A New York Times opinion podcast convened to discuss, according to the episode title, “The Gender Split and the ‘Looming Apocalypse of the Developed World.’” The Washington Post editorial board warned, “If attitudes don’t shift, a political dating mismatch will threaten marriage.”

2. But nearly as quickly as the theory gained attention, it has come under scrutiny. “For every survey question where you can find a unique gender gap among the youngest age cohort, you can find many other questions where you don’t find that gap,” John Sides, a political-science professor at Vanderbilt University, told me. “Where we started with this whole conversation was that there’s this big thing happening; it’s happening worldwide. Then you just pick at it for a few minutes, and it becomes this really complex story.” Skeptics point out that, at least as far as the United States goes, the claims about a new gender divide rest on selective readings of inconclusive evidence. Although several studies show young men and women splitting apart, at least as many suggest that the gender gap is stable. And at the ballot box, the evidence of a growing divide is hard to find. The Gen Z war of the sexes, in other words, is probably not apocalyptic. It may not even exist at all.

3. The gender gap in voting—women to the left, men to the right—has been a fixture of American politics since at least the 1980 presidential election, when, according to exit polls, Ronald Reagan won 55 percent of male voters but only 47 of women.

4. Some evidence suggests that the divide has recently widened. In 2023, according to Gallup data, 18-to-29-year-old women were 15 percentage points more likely than men in the same age group to identify as liberal, compared with only seven points a decade ago. Young men’s ideology has remained more stable, but some surveys suggest that young white men in particular have been drifting rightward. The Harvard Youth Poll, for example, found that 33 percent of white men aged 18 to 24 identified as Republican in 2016, compared with 41 percent in 2023. This trend has begun appearing in new-voter-registration data as well, according to Tom Bonier, a Democratic political strategist. “Believe me, as a partisan Democrat, I would prefer that it’s not the case—but it appears to be true,” he told me. “We’re still generally arguing about if it’s happening, which to me is silly. The conversation hasn’t moved to why.”

5. Why indeed? Several factors present themselves for consideration. One is social-media-induced gender polarization. (Think misogynistic “manosphere” influencers and women who talk about how “all men are trash.”) Another, as always, is Donald Trump. Twenty-something-year-old women seemed repelled by Trump’s ascendance in 2016, John Della Volpe, who heads the Harvard Youth Poll, told me. They were much more likely to vote for Hillary Clinton. Then there’s the #MeToo movement, which emerged in 2017, soon after Trump took office. Daniel Cox, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, a free-market-conservative think tank, argues that it durably shaped young women’s political consciousness. A 2022 poll found that nearly three-quarters of women under 30 say they support #MeToo, the highest of any age group. The Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe v. Wade also seems to have been a turning point. Going into the 2022 midterm election, 61 percent of young women said abortion was a “critical” concern, according to a survey conducted by AEI. “Young women increasingly believe that what happens to any woman in the United States impacts their lives and experiences as well,” Cox told me. “That became really salient after Roe was overturned.” Gen Z women are more likely than Generation X or Baby Boomer women—though slightly less likely than Millennial women—to say that they have been discriminated against because of their gender at some point in their life.

6. Not so fast, say young men. Gen Z men are also more likely than older generations to say that they’ve been discriminated against based on gender. “There’s this kind of weird ping-pong going on between Gen Z men and women about who’s really struggling, who’s really the victim,” Richard Reeves, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, told me. Reeves, who founded the American Institute for Boys and Men, argues that although men still dominate the highest levels of society in the U.S., those on the lower rungs are doing worse than ever. They are far less likely than women to go to college or find a good job, and far more likely to end up in prison or dead. These young men feel—rightly, in Reeves’s view—that mainstream institutions and the Democratic Party haven’t addressed their problems. And, in the aftermath of #MeToo, some seem to believe that society has turned against men. Survey data indicate that Gen Z men are much less likely to identify as feminists than Millennial men are, and about as likely as middle-aged men. “I really do worry that we’re trending toward a bit of a women’s party and a men’s party in politics,” Reeves told me.

7. But if young men and women really were drifting apart politically, you would expect to see evidence on Election Day. And here’s where the theory starts showing cracks. The Cooperative Election Study, a national survey administered by YouGov, found that nearly 68 percent of 18-to-29-year-old men voted for Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential election, compared with about 70 percent of women in that age group—the same percentage gap as in 2008. (The split was larger—nearly seven points—in 2016, when Trump’s personal behavior toward women was especially salient.) Catalist, a progressive firm that models election results based on voter-file data, found that the gender divide was roughly the same for all age groups in recent elections. In the 2022 midterms, according to Pew’s analysis of validated voters, considered the gold standard of postelection polling, the youngest voters had the smallest gender divide, and overwhelmingly supported Democrats. […]

8. Or perhaps the unique Gen Z gender divide just hasn’t shown up electorally yet. Most 2024 election polling doesn’t break down different age groups by gender—and even if it did, trying to draw firm conclusions would be foolish. Twenty-somethings are just hard to study. Young people are less engaged in politics, with high rates of independent and unaffiliated voters. Their worldviews are still malleable. Many of them are reluctant to answer questions, especially over the phone. Under those circumstances, even high-quality polls show wildly, even implausibly divergent possibilities for the youth vote. […]

9. Whatever is going on inside all of those young minds, the old people studying them have yet to figure it out. The biggest chasm, as always, may be not between young men and young women, but between young people and everyone else.

Document 4. The New York Times, 24 August 2024 
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En seulement deux mois, l’élection présidentielle américaine a radicalement changé de visage. Après le débat télévisé calamiteux de Joe Biden à la fin du mois de juin et la tentative d’assassinat ratée sur Donald Trump le 13 juillet, les circonstances semblaient particulièrement favorables au candidat républicain, en position de force face à un président déclinant.

Mais la campagne a connu en août un retournement de situation incroyable : acculé par les démocrates qui doutaient de ses chances, Joe Biden abandonne la course. Aussitôt, sa vice-présidente Kamala Harris est propulsée candidate et libère une énergie puissante chez les militants qui, après ces mois de résignation, espèrent à nouveau la victoire.

Une victoire qui semble désormais à portée de main tant la candidate a rattrapé le retard de Joe Biden dans les enquêtes d’opinion. Mais cette « lune de miel » d’Harris avec les Américains peut-elle durer jusqu’au jour du scrutin ? Quelles sont les conséquences des événements incroyables de ces dernières semaines ?
				L’heure du Monde, 2 septembre 2024

In just two months, the American presidential election has radically changed face/ changed the way it looks. After JB’s (the) disastrous television debate of JB at the end of (the month of )June and the failed assassination attempt on DT on the 13th of July, circumstances seemed to favour the Republican candidate who was in a position of strength against a declining president.

But August saw/in August, there was /an incredible turnaround in the campaign: JB gave up/ dropped out  the race confronted by/ cornered by Democrats who doubted he could win. Straight away,/ Immediately,  his vice president, KH was pushed forward as the presidential candidate and created a powerful dynamic with activists who, after months of resignation, are once again hoping for victory.

Victory now seems within reach given how far Harris has caught up with Joe Biden in opinion polls. But can Harris’s ‘honeymoon’ with Americans last until election day ? What are the consequences of the incredible events of recent / the last few weeks ? 


Bibliography
Please buy this book: 60 étapes pour réussir en anglais,  Ellipses (any edition). Each "étape" corresponds to a week in the year.  There is a weekly test, starting from Wednesday 11th of September: "étape 35".
You will also need to download the Socrative Student app on your phone or tablet. 

The best way to learn and improve your English outside class is by....
a) reading 10 minutes of English a day (for example The Economist, The Guardian, The New York Times, The Washington Post, Time, Vocable or practically any English article from the internet)
Free access through the library website:  https://0920142e.esidoc.fr/ (Use your Pronote codes, 
to get access to Europresse and Cafeyn, from which you can find articles or whole magazines.)
b) and also listening to 10 minutes of English. Try a free podcast download: (CNN Student News, The Economist, BBC Six-Minute English, NPR etc) or watch one of the thousands of TED talks (http://www.ted.com/). You can also watch series or films, in English with English subtitles or no subtitles (Oppenheimer, Don't Look Up, The Crown, Black Mirror, Mrs America, Fleabag, Mad Men, House of Cards etc).

Websites: 
Grammar revision: https://www.englishgrammar.org/category/verbs/
Translation: http://www.linguee.fr/francais-anglais  http://forum.wordreference.com/

Use your smart phone: The best free press apps: The Guardian, BBC News, CNN
The best learning English apps: The British Council, Learn English Grammar (you can remove the ads for a small price). Or any other British Council app ;The BBC Learning English (or any other BBC app) ; Magoosh prepares you for exams like TOEFL ; Hellotalk — meet strange new people who will help you to learn English while you help them to learn French. 

My email address: Penelope.Hamm@orange.fr
If you write to me (preferably in English), please wait for a reply before taking any action.
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