Biggest Al Rivals Agree They Need to Slow It Down
Elon Musk and Sam Altman support Anthropic boss’s plea to reduce risks
that ‘something goes seriously wrong’
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The leaders of three of the biggest Al companies agreed that they needed to slow development of
the technology before their advances create a menace that can’t be controlled.

It was a rare display of unity by Elon Musk, Sam Altman and Dario Amodei, who have been
spending tens of billions of dollars to develop evermore powerful artificial intelligence models.
Altman even suggested that his company, OpenAl, may need to delay its much-anticipated IPO to
focus on safety.

Amodei, the CEO of Anthropic, kicked off the discussion Saturday with a blog post saying that the
risks being posed by today’s cutting edge tools were simply too great to continue development at
the same breakneck pace. His warning came days after one of his employees stoked fears that there
was a greater than 10% chance that Al systems could destroy civilization.

Two months ago, an Al swarm broke out of a lab and went on a hacking spree. Amodei said a
swarm with greater capabilities and ““a similar level of misalignment could have caused catastrophic
damage.” Such a rogue swarm could take over the internet in six to 12 months, he warned.

In a post to his personal blog, Amodei called for the Al industry to pace development of cutting-
edge tools, suggesting new measures including more global coordination among democratic
countries and the introduction of embedded third-party safety evaluators.

“I believe that if slowing down bought us even an extra year or two before models reach critical
levels of capability, and we used that time to advance alignment, we could greatly reduce the risk
that something goes seriously wrong,” he wrote in the post.

Amodei said AI’s progress since the summer, driven by Al systems that can improve on their own
without human intervention, “could outrun our ability to understand and control these systems, and
so must be pursued very carefully, if at all.”

In an interview with Fortune, Altman said OpenAl likely wouldn’t go public this year given all the
safety concerns. “I actually think that, given everything happening with safety, right now would be
an ill-advised moment to go public, and we don’t feel pressure on that,” Altman told Fortune in the
interview posted online Saturday.

“This week has obviously been a week where a lot more people are grappling with the issues in
front of us,” Altman told Fortune. “This is a conversation that the world is overdue for and we are
clearly entering a realm of extremely capable models and a high stake and a need to get things
right.” [..;]

Shortly after Amodei published his post, Musk, the CEO of SpaceX, said in an X post, “Dario is
right.” Musk was a co-founder of OpenAl and founded his own Al company, XAl, which is now
part of SpaceX.

Altman said on X he agreed with Amodei about the need for pacing. “Committing to having
independent evaluators with employee-like access is a great idea, and we will do the same,” he
wrote, promising to share more details soon. [...]



