VAUBAN E. Champeau
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Personal statement
stand out from the crowd !

Useful online resources

® “How to write your undergraduate personal statement”, UCAS (UK) @ https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement
o “Tips for writing your personal statement”, The Complete University Guide (UK) @ https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/applying-to-uni/tips-for-writing-your-personal-statement
o “Writing the personal statement”, Purdue University (US) @ https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/job_search_writing/preparing_an_application/writing_the_personal_statement/index.html

1. PERSONAL BACKGROUND

- I am twenty.

- I am twenty-years old # Iam a twenty-year-old student.

- I was born in 2005 (révolu —V-ED I)

- I am the elder of 2 children/brothers/sisters. # I am the eldest of 3 children/brothers/sisters.

- I have one older brother and two younger sisters.

-1 am the middle child in a family of 3 siblings. WHEN | GROW UP
-1 come Brest (prononcer « Brest » d la frangaise !), in Western Brittany. Y

- I speak Breton fluently / B a second language.

- I have been living in Brest the past 5 years.

# I lived in Motlaix 5 years I was a child.

- T used to live in the countryside, but now I live in the city / in a more urban atea.
- I moved Morlaix §¥€ Brest a few years ago.

- I am used (Xl moving places.

-BE I grew up by the seaside, ... /  Having grown up close to the ocean, ...

- T was a child, T have dreamt of becoming a pilot.

# I¥ a child, T dreamt of becoming a pilot.
- When asked what I wanted to BE I grew up, I would answer...
(question directe : « What do you want to BE you grow up ? »)

- The most significant life lesson that my parents have passed on to me is that...

2. EDUCATION (NB: children are brought up athome # pupils/students are educated at school/university)

Ecole maternelle Ecole primaire College Lycée Etudes supérieures
NURSERY school (UK) PRIMARY school (UK) lower sEcONDARY school (UK) higher seconDpARY school (UK) n HIGHER education
kindergarten (US) ELEMENTARY school (US) junior HIGH school (US) senior HIGH school (US) COLLEGE =1s 3 years of university !

- to take an exam(ination) / to sit an exam(ination) #  to pass an examination (réussir, étre recu)

- to pass with honours (15t-class honours = mention tres bien)

- After completing secondary/high school, I took the « baccalauréat », which is the French diploma for entrance to higher education.
- I chose to major in sciences / I specialised in STE(A)M
- hands-on / practical-otiented # theoretical courses

- fundamental # applied science

- science-related topics

an (= « maker of engines ») — J[ENGINEER/|\[¢ — AN ENGINEER/[¢) SCHOOL

STE(A)M = science, technology, engineering, (arts,) and mathematics
@ computer science / J IT (information technology)


https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/applying-to-uni/tips-for-writing-your-personal-statement
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/job_search_writing/preparing_an_application/writing_the_personal_statement/index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics

« Classes préparatoires » : prép<school

a two-year POST-SECONDARY PROGRAMME in advanced math, physics and engineering
to prepare for admission to French GRADUATE SCHOOLS.

- « Preparatory classes » offer an opportunity to get a well-rounded education

- the curriculum covets a broad/extensive range of subjects

- to be admitted [N a school / to get [IN§e} a school / to enter @ a school / to join a school — to enroll [N a school (s’inscrire) —> to attend a school

-a boarding student (un interne) — a student residence (un internat)

3. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES & INTERESTS

- I play the guitar / the piano / the cello / the drums

-IPLAY & rugby / & football / & basketball / & tennis / & badminton / & hockey / & golf / & chess

- 1 DO ballet / athletics / gymnastics / cycling / swimming / sailing / rock-climbing / hotseriding / windsutfing

- I am a member of a sports team / a sporting club

- I have a part-time job / I work part-time - I am involved with a charity / I do some volunteet wotk (e fais du bénévola?)

- I have taken a first-aid course - I plan to take a gap-year

4. QUALITIES, SKILLS, EXPERIENCES & AMBITIONS

hard-working/industrious (travailleur.se) - thoughtful (réfléchi.e) - articulate (sachant bien s’exprimer) - outgoing (sociable, ouvert.e)
resourceful (débrouillard) - reliable (fiable, sur qui on peut compter) - willing to take responsibility @8R tasks - self-reliant (sachant se débrouiller
seul.e) - proactive (ayant le sens de l'initiative) - good [Ni meeting deadlines (respectant les délais) - a team player (qui a l'esprit d’équipe)

-I am proficient [N a wide range of computer software_. - I am thoroughly familiar M. -An inquiring mind helps me in my day-to-day work.

- I often take the initiative to read around a subject outside of the classroom.

- I have learnt to manage heavy workloads

QUALITIES OF AN
to cope under pressure.

- I have demonstrated that I am ready to...

- I have shown commitment and stamina. ENG'NEER

- I have gained leadership experience. STEM SKILLS
- I will do my utmost to achieve my dreams. FOCUS PROBLEM SOLVER STEM [Science, Technology.
remaorie oo Egneers e excelentproblem s are whia Bl compl
dxa accurately, sately, :m;;;fﬂrzmaar;::@ﬁ: rrind of enginesrs.

LR impossible tosks, and then TEAM FPLAYER

wiork hard to fgure out how o Cooperation s the key

get thare. to o wel-planned project.

Enginesars frequently wark in

diverse team: to collabonate,

share ideas, and waork

together to make the project

8 @ @ e berncon pa
Engineans frequenthy work to sole

problameafor people. Thus itis essential
Tar engineers to aways follow the rules

making your dreams [ ——

skile to wark with disrits, feamn
CO me Yue mermbers, and supervisors sfectivaly and complete work in an ethica manner,
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PRACTICAL &
CURIOUS RESOURCEFUL
Quriosity I the key Whenizsue arlse, and enginesr must
; ) ingredisnt fo coming up be able to think quickly and use what
- I want to contribute to society. withinnovative ideas and they have to solve the problem
) developing exdracrdnary products Enginesrs are able to think out of the b
- I am keen to make a difference. and infrastructures. Enginesrs and apply ther knowlsdge in practical

constanty want fo know how things
- T would like to make the world a ~ Workondhow they conmake

them better.
better place.

and resourceful ways.

- I hope to harness innovation to
impact the world in a meaningful way.




