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UK must adapt to changing climate, says Tice
Helen Catt, Cash Murphy, BBC, 1 September 2026

The UK should "learn to adapt to the changing climate, rather than arrogantly think you
can stop the power of the sun", Reform UK's deputy leader has said.

According to the Met Office, this summer is the hottest on record, with five separate
heatwaves.

Ahead of the party's national conference in Birmingham this week, Richard Tice was
asked about climate change, including criticism he received for previously telling people
they should enjoy the prolonged hot weather.

"| get criticised all the time, but it's true isn't it? People have enjoyed the warm weather,"
he told BBC South East. "I'm 61. | remember 1976, half a century ago, it was a similar
summer day," Tice added.

The 1976 heatwave saw a drought declared as temperatures peaked at 35.9C in
Gloucestershire.

Fifty years on and the UK is fresh from a summer that saw 40 days of temperatures
above 30C (86F), eclipsing the previous record of 34 days.

Clear that he will not "resile" from his comments that the hot weather improves the
quality of English wine, Tice argued that climate change is nothing new.

"The climate has always changed for millions of years, it always will," he said.

The world's climate has changed naturally throughout history, but natural causes cannot
explain the particularly rapid warming seen over the last century, according to the UN's
climate body, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

In addition, the world's 11 warmest years on record have all happened since 2015,
according to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

'Celebrate our successes'

Tice added: "l think we should celebrate our successes such as the English wine and
sparkling wine industry."

The deputy leader believes that the UK's efforts in this space have been unrewarded.

Tice said: "We've done more than our bit; we've halved our Co2 emissions in the last 30
years. Globally, Co2 emissions continue to soar."


https://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/articles/c99dypl3jgmo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdx7zv1pj4vo
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According to the Office for National Statistics, an estimated 367 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide were emitted by the UK last year - a 54% reduction since 1990.

Globally, burning of fossil fuels released more planet-warming carbon dioxide than ever
before in 2025.

Tice further claimed that UK energy prices have "doubled in seven years because of net
zero and the cost of renewals" but this has made "no difference to global Co2
emissions".

Last week, it emerged that energy prices for millions of households will rise to the
highest level for three years because the Iran war has resulted in higher wholesale gas
prices.

Last month, BBC Verify cited the cost of wholesale gas as one of three reasons why bills
have soared.

Another is that the UK generates a relatively high share of its electricity from natural gas,
while billpayers are also helping to fund the building of electricity grid infrastructure.

According to industry body Energy UK, the typical household's dual-fuel bill is now 70%
higher than it was at the start of 2021.

QUESTIONS:

1) Present this document (source, writer, general topic) /1

2) Circle the correct answer: Richard Tice is a: journalist / politician / influencer /1
3) True or False: Justify by quoting the text /4
a) ForRichard T Tice, climate change is negative.
True/False:l.
b) For Richard Tice, even if climate change is natural, it cannot explain this
summer’s record heatwaves.
True/False:l.
c) UK CO, emissions have fallen by approximately 50% over the past three decades.
True/False:l.
d) British people pay a lot more for energy today than five years ago.
True/False:l.

4) Give the three reasons why the British will pay more for energy: /3

i)


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c620q30w0q0o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cqjkl1xvgw5o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn8n5vnmjlzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn8n5vnmjlzo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c046peqrg9xo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c046peqrg9xo

5)

9)

i)

i) ...
According to Richard Tice, which industry has benefitted from climate change? (1
sentence) /1

Choose the correct answer: in this context, “adapt[ing] to the changing climate” (..1)
means: /1

a) Installing air-conditioning

b) Buying electric cars

When Richard Tice says that the UK should "learn to adapt to the changing climate,
rather than arrogantly think you can stop the power of the sun", who does implicitly
he CritiCiSE? JUSTITY /2 ..o e e e e eas

In your own words, summarise the text. Don’t forget to use linking words. (70 - 100
words) /7

...................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................

Bonus: What arguments could be opposed to Richard Tice’s position on climate

change? (50-100 words) /2

...................................................................................................................



News rounds et lecons /10

Which document marked the birth of the United States as an independent
L F= 14 Lo o 1 At
When was it written (day, month, year) 7 /1 ..o,
VA oo Y o) N | g A PPN
What are the two main political partiesinthe US? /1 ....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn.n.

Décris un des événements d’actualité vu en classe lors des « news round » et
indique quels enjeux cet événement souleve (50 a 100 mots) /3



